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1. Title: The new dwellers of southern cities: Social diversification and uncertainty in Santiago inner city
Authors: Isabel Brain
Abstract: Who the new dwellers of the fast-changing inner cities in the Global South are has been largely overlooked in the literature. The political economy underpinning inner-city change, particularly the rent-gap mechanism, has been the predominant lens for analysing these processes. That is the case of the Santiago inner area, Chile, where a densification process tallying more than 600 dense high-rises has been widely studied. However, the question of who actually inhabits these towers remains unanswered. This article underscores the need to have a deeper understanding of the new urban residents in Latin America due to the profound changes in the social fabric, including the emergence of the ‘vulnerable-to-poverty’ class and the strong wave of intra-regional migration, which directly affects housing needs and preferences. To address this gap, I combine survey data from 1406 high-rise residents and in-depth interviews with building administrators to test the following hypothesis: the new high-rises are the residences of those who, despite overcoming poverty, still struggle to settle. To test this hypothesis, I characterise the high-rise residents according to their social class, level of economic insecurity and intergenerational social mobility. The results show a process of social diversification of Santiago’s inner-city residents. These buildings host residents who follow crossed-life trajectories. While some have moved up the social ladder, others have moved down, accessing these residential buildings via formal and informal strategies. And yet, regardless of this disparity in life trajectories, the unifying element of these new residents is their pervasive experience of economic insecurity.
2. Title: Inhabiting unsettlement: Living through building safety remediation works in England
Authors: Jenny Preece
Abstract: Internationally, a number of façade fires have highlighted significant safety problems in multi-storey residential buildings. England is an exemplar of this problem, with thousands of buildings requiring extensive remediation work to cladding systems and other areas. In many cases, this work will take place whilst homes are occupied. Although construction is an integral part of urban life, there has been little attention to the lived experience of building works. The article draws on interviews with 20 leaseholders in England affected by fire safety remediation works. The research highlights the unsettling of home as a safe, controllable, private sanctuary. First, home was disrupted by the sights and sounds of remediation work, the intrusion of noise and dirt and the shrouding of buildings in plastic sheeting. Then, workers with an orientation to the home as ‘building site’ eroded the boundaries of private space. Finally, a prolonged and unpredictable remediation process revealed the limited control of residents. The research draws attention to the neglected psychological costs of building works, revealing how a bundle of rights associated with ‘home’ are disrupted. The research has wider implications for the experience of ‘vertical’ building sites and the repair and retrofit of multi-storey buildings. Rather than a technical problem associated with building materials and construction, such work must draw on an understanding of home, foregrounding the experiences of residents.
3. Title: Come together! Or not? Homebuyers’ interest in sharing facilities with fellow residents
Authors: Jon Martin Denstadli, Ole Jakob Sønstebø
Abstract: Housing stands as a significant contributor to the adverse environmental impacts stemming from human activities. Reducing floor space emerges as a key strategy for advancing sustainable urban development since larger homes typically consume more electricity and heating. However, there is an undeniable link between dwelling size and residential satisfaction, making it challenging to design homes that are both functional and appealing within limited spatial constraints. A solution to mitigate spatial limitations involves the implementation of shared facilities within residential complexes. While individual households maintain exclusive access to their units, they also benefit from amenities usually found in larger dwellings. Despite its potential, the concept of shared facilities has received limited attention in the urban housing literature. This study contributes to the literature by investigating the applicability of the theory of planned behaviour (TPB) in this unexplored context, involving an investment that carries considerable financial risk. Results demonstrate that our extended TPB model provides insights into homebuyers’ intentions to purchase dwellings with shared facilities. Out of the variables examined, attitudes emerge as the strongest predictor of intentions, indicating the need for collaborative efforts between developers and policymakers to bolster homebuyers’ interest in these unique housing solutions. The data reveals a tendency among homebuyers to compromise on dwelling size in favour of accessing amenities deemed essential for enhancing liveability. However, on the whole, homebuyers do not exhibit strong purchasing intentions, and attitudes towards the concept tend to be neutral.
4. Title: Views from above: The continued discrimination of domestic workers living in the apartment blocks of Northern Johannesburg
Authors: Annabel Fenton, Jennifer Fitchett
Abstract: While Apartheid legislatively ended in 1994, the legacy of structural discrimination still defines urban realities in South African cities. The historically white ‘old money’ Northern suburbs of Johannesburg remain an enclave of privilege where race, class and gender define the social production of space. Atop the roofs of apartment buildings in the suburbs of Killarney, Illovo and Rosebank lie ‘locations in the sky’: staff accommodation designed during Apartheid for live-in domestic workers. These structures illuminate how Apartheid spatial planning continues to shape the city and its power relations: the colonial legacy of domestic work in South Africa. Using a Lefebvrian lens, this study investigates experiences of ‘locations in the sky’, and how discrimination is enforced and experienced. Through 38 semi-structured interviews and a doctrinal legal analysis of 13 body corporate rules, various forms of discrimination are revealed. Domestic workers and residents of staff accommodation encounter physical and structural discrimination in terms of sub-par living conditions, as well as discriminatory rules. This discrimination is enforced through social power. Finally, an analysis of discrimination scenarios illustrates that discrimination is both written and enforced to varying degrees based on the unique context of each building. The findings contribute a spatial analysis of domestic work in the under-researched space of staff accommodation in apartment buildings. Documenting this discrimination provides a basis upon which to identify injustices, reevaluate rules and address discrimination, which should be of concern to apartment residents, bodies corporate, civil society organisations and urban planners as well as legislators.
5. Title: Community engagement through the neighbourhood street festival: Between external simulation and local stimulation
Authors: Lina Naoroz Bråten, Marius G Vigen
Abstract: While grassroots initiatives often involve extensive community engagement in response to external (un)desired development, there are also several ‘top-down’ initiatives where municipalities or external organisations strive to improve neighbourhood engagement. This article focuses on the latter, an externally initiated neighbourhood street festival in Trondheim, Norway. During this festival, temporary interventions and activities are implemented in public spaces to engage citizens in conversations on local urban development and enhance their sense of belonging to the area. Based on street interviews with neighbours and visitors at the festival and in-depth interviews with involved actors, we investigate what these actions contribute locally. We ask: How do neighbourhood-based festivals influence community engagement? How can we understand the organisation of such initiatives more conceptually? Our analysis suggests that the festival finds itself in a delicate balancing act between simulating a local initiative that does not exist and awakening a latent initiative locally by stimulating action. Based on this tension, we suggest a conceptual framework for neighbourhood initiatives relevant to research and practice in urban development and planning.
6. Title: Co-governance of the ‘creative city’: Bringing lived experience to the governance of culture in Sheffield
Authors: Madeleine Pill, Jason Slade
Abstract: Different understandings of what culture offers cities are reflected in its governance. Focusing on Sheffield, we apply a conceptual framework to reveal how the varied claims made for culture and associated forms of governance intersect and diverge. The governance gaps revealed generate lessons about how to link hierarchical culture governance with the lived experience of a city’s cultural and creative workers, vital cultural producers who engage in self-governance, whilst asserting city government’s stewardship of these processes in its role of caring for place. By linking culture governance to the everyday, the research refines oppositions – between formal and informal, production and consumption and co-option and contestation – to highlight the need for an active, inclusive form of co-governance that better supports cultural producers, in place.
7. Title: The post-COVID-19 flattening phenomenon of regional housing prices in the UK
Authors: I-Chun Tsai
Abstract: This paper explores whether a flattening of the gradient between high-price and low-price housing regions occurred in the UK after the outbreak of COVID-19 and assesses whether this flattening can be attributed to changes in demand among owner-occupiers and investors. Two hypotheses are established based on past literature: the Demand Increases Hypothesis and the Capital Inflows Hypothesis. These are used to explain why, in the post-COVID-19 period, the housing price gap decreased between regions with different level housing prices. The paper uses data from the period between January 2005 and October 2022 to test these hypotheses on the flattening of housing prices and identify the influencing factors that are driving the so-called catch-up effect. The two sets, which have different scales and ranges of regional housing markets, are examined: the first set comprises England’s nine regional markets, and the other set comprises the four regional markets of the UK: England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland. The analysis shows that the pandemic has drawn inter-regional prices closer and that the long-standing North–South divide has become less pronounced since the outbreak of COVID-19. However, the long-term convergence of London with other areas, and the reduction of the North–South divide, are related only to investment demand factors. This paper also finds that the flattening effect in the UK housing market tends to be caused by lower-priced areas rising to approach higher-priced areas. This flattening of the housing price gradient represents the gentrification of the low-priced regions, increasing concerns about housing affordability stress.
8. Title: Pushed and pulled: How race shapes the displacement of Black-owned businesses during commercial gentrification
Authors: Saran Nurse
Abstract: This study examines how race shapes the displacement of Black-owned businesses during commercial gentrification in Fort Greene, Brooklyn. Utilising an autoethnographic case study approach, the author integrates two decades of personal experience as a Black business owner with testimonies from 19 other Black business owners. The findings reveal the multidimensional nature of displacement – including exclusionary, physical, social, cultural and psychological aspects. Physical displacement is categorised as either economically induced or regulatory induced. A push–pull theory is introduced, highlighting how racial biases – even within the Black community – push Black-owned businesses towards displacement, while Black social capital and other forms of support pull them towards survival. The study underscores the need for policy interventions that support Black business owners in resisting gentrification and advocates for anti-discrimination protections in commercial leasing.
9. Title: The bureaucratic life of urban climate resilience
Authors: Sebastian Purwins, Markus Keck
Abstract: With this commentary, we invite urban scholars to join us in exploring the bureaucratic life of urban climate resilience. Under this heading, we call for research into the intricate and often unpredictable processes of urban governance, from the formulation of general mitigation and adaptation goals to the implementation of concrete measures on the ground. While previous research on urban governance has focused primarily on political negotiations and alliance-building beforehand and on published plans after they are passed, we propose to put emphasis on the non-linear dynamics inherent in decision-making and implementation processes within city administrations. In this context, this commentary has two objectives: (1) we provide arguments for the need to (re-)focus attention on administrative processes in urban climate resilience and (2) we present a perspective that can be used to effectively study said processes. In contrast to widely used actor-oriented perspectives, our approach draws on insights from actor–network theory and integrates human and non-human actors to be studied. We illustrate our approach through an ethnographic study in the municipality of Augsburg, Germany, which serves to uncover the multiple processes of translation inherent in building urban climate resilience and to provide insights into the ways how bureaucrats shape and mediate the future of contemporary cities.
