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1. Title: Administration-Led Carbon Markets and China’s Green Transition: Efficiency, Fairness and Rent-Seeking
Authors: Deng, Haifeng. 
Abstract: This paper argues against the claim by Chinese government officials and some scholars that China’s carbon emission trading scheme is market-driven. It finds that, in contrast to carbon markets that are characteristic of the marketization model, China’s carbon markets are led by the state, and the market mechanism plays a limited role at best. Consequently, China’s carbon markets are overwhelmingly challenged by a number of factors. These include the low efficiency of resource allocation, questionable market fairness, rent-seeking, and corruption. This paper argues that the state-led mechanism is not conducive to China’s green transition unless a market system is introduced.
2. Title: How Policy Shapes Politics: Uneven Environmental Policy Implementation in China
Authors: Ding, Iza; van der Kamp, Denise.
Abstract: The literature on policy implementation has primarily focused on regime type, institutional capacity, and leadership will in explaining policy success, while giving less attention to the details of policy design. This article argues that, when explaining unevenness in policy implementation, the devil is in the details. It turns to four Chinese environmental policies: Pollution Penalty, Cap-and-Trade, Coal-to-Gas, and Environmental Protection Tax. Despite involving similar stakeholders and sharing the same goal of pollution control, the outcomes of these policies vary enormously: over-implementation of Coal-to-Gas, sporadic implementation of Pollution Penalty, symbolic implementation of Cap-and-Trade, and effective implementation of Environmental Protection Tax. Uneven implementation is best explained by the varying costs associated with the ‘start-up’ and ‘maintenance’ of these policies. This study contributes to the literature on developmental states and institutional change by calling attention to the importance of policy design for explaining otherwise puzzling variation in policy implementation.
3. Title: Courting a Blue Sky? Understanding the Constrained Judicialization of Environmental Governance in China
Authors: Liu, Zhuang; Peng, Wenwei; Wang, Shaoda.
Abstract: This paper studies the constrained judicialization of environmental governance in China. It starts by quantitatively describing the judicialization of environmental protection in China over the past decade, including both its progresses and the suppressions that it faced, and shows that environmental courts have had virtually no tangible impact on reducing pollution levels. It then attempts to rationalize the observed patterns by answering two questions. First, why does the government choose to empower the courts when it possesses a rich set of other regulatory tools in environmental protection? This choice can be attributed to both the central government’s needs to curb local protectionism, as well as the local governments’ incentives to promote legitimacy. Second, to the extent that courts can contribute to environmental governance, why does the government impose tight controls over environmental litigation? This can be explained by the government’s deep-rooted wariness of class lawsuits and other collective actions, as well as the judiciary’s inherent conflicts with the flexibility required by a regulatory regime. In addition, the judiciary’s limited capacity also impedes the judicialization of environmental governance.
4. Title: Chinese Re-Examinations of Russia? The Strategic Partnership in the Wake of Russia’s War Against Ukraine
Authors: Sagild, Rebekka Åsnes; Christopher Weidacher Hsiung.
Abstract: This article asks whether Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine has prompted a reevaluation within the Chinese expert community on China’s strategic partnership with Russia. This article examines how Chinese experts and academics assess the impact of the war on the partnership and Russia’s future role for China with regard to: security and military affairs; economy and technology; and global governance and regional interaction. Chinese analysts recognize that the war has put China in a difficult situation. Several voices express caution and calls to avoid becoming too closely associated with Moscow are prevalent, not least as Chinese experts view China and Russia diverging in the future on issues concerning the global order. Moreover, Russia’s development prospects are considered dim, which in turn affects the potential for concrete cooperation with China. Chinese assessments advocate for selective engagement with Russia, largely on Chinese terms as the balance of power continues to shift in China’s favor. Nonetheless, this article finds that the Chinese expert community overall assesses that the basic tenet for maintaining the strategic partnership remains unchanged. Crucially, under current US global dominance, Russia is considered a key partner to jointly counter-balance American global power and regional influence.
5. Title: Tracing the Path of Sino-Ukrainian Relations: From the Post-Soviet Era to the Russo-Ukrainian War
Authors: Golod, Vita; Drobotiuk, Olga. 
Abstract: Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine has sped up the trend of the transformation of the world into the bipolar world of the Cold War, this time centered on Washington and Beijing. Amid the war, Ukraine faces the dilemma of how to maintain the strategic balance with China and the U.S. while harmonizing with the EU approach. This article aims to examine the evolution of Sino-Ukrainian relations over a 32-year history of development and addresses two research questions: what internal and external factors have been critical in influencing bilateral relations during this historical period and how these factors have led both countries’ decision-makers to transition from high-level strategic interactions to those predominantly based on trade, resulting in the current de facto political disregard of Ukraine by China. This academic research provides valuable insights for both academic and policymaking communities into the behavior and diplomatic outcomes between Ukraine and China, demonstrating how geopolitical shifts and internal political dynamics have influenced the trajectory of their bilateral relationship. It elucidates the current stance and future developments of their relations. Additionally, it serves as a case study for smaller countries, particularly other post-Soviet states, in navigating their engagements with China in a changing geopolitical landscape.
6. Title: The Enduring Sino–Russian Strategic Relations of Mutual Dependence—The Attribute of Military Cooperation
Authors: You Ji; Wu, Xiangning. 
Abstract: Beijing’s relatively ambiguous response to the Ukraine War has tested how firm the Sino—Russian strategic partnership is. This article aims to decipher the endurance and complexity of Sino-Russian strategic relations by evaluating the nature and dynamics of Sino-Russian defense cooperation amid the worsening international environment against both countries. By examining two Sino-Russian Joint Exercises and analyzing their joint military patrols, exercises, and technological projects, this article argues that the general Sino-Russian military collaboration has been enhanced. Beijing and Moscow have gradually strengthened the combat orientation of their military cooperation to deter the perceived third-party threat, solidify their strategic partnership and against the challenges posed by conflicting interests in the overall bilateral interaction. Both Beijing and Moscow consistently remain vigilant against the risks of abandonment and entrapment, emphasizing the importance of maintaining strategic autonomy and refraining from formal alliances. However, they confront the worst-case scenario of being simultaneously dragged into two separate armed conflicts by a shared adversary. Therefore, align with their own national interests, the ability of Beijing and Moscow to achieve a delicate equilibrium between avoiding entrapment and preventing abandonment will determine the vitality and long-term trajectory of their strategic partnership.
7. Title: Willingness to Boycott Russian Goods in China: How Political Ideology Shapes Consumer Preferences in an Authoritarian Context
Authors: Yoxon, Barbara; Bai, Xue; Turcsányi, R Q.
Abstract: Who is likely to engage in Anti-Russian boycotts in China? While existing literature focuses on ethnocentrism and nationalism as drivers of political consumerism, this article explores political boycotts that contradict the dominant discourse of the Chinese Communist Party. Drawing on original survey data, the article uses two ideological dimensions—social authoritarianism and attitudes to economic organisation – to delineate three distinct ideological leanings in China: liberalism, the New Left and neo-authoritarianism. The article demonstrates that liberals are more likely than others to support the boycott of Russian products. Additionally, all three groups are more willing to boycott Russian goods if they hold egalitarian attitudes. The findings shed light on the causes of anti-Russian sentiment in China and its likely implications for the Russian economy.
8. Title: Is There a Chinese “Developmental peace”? Evidence from the Belt and Road Initiative’s Impact on Conflict States
Authors: Abb, Pascal. 
Abstract: In the ten years since its inception, China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) has attracted significant attention for its transformative impact on geopolitics, international developmental aid and the environment of member countries. A comparatively understudied aspect is the clustering of BRI investments in conflict-affected states. Here, the BRI’s impact is potentially even greater, but highly ambiguous: on the one hand, it is providing much-needed development financing to countries with unattractive risk profiles, thus potentially contributing to their stabilization. On the other, this influx of capital risks exacerbating antagonisms over resource distribution and project control, creating additional grievances resulting from a lack of oversight, and reigniting conflicts along existing political fault lines. This article examines the BRI’s transformative impact on conflict-affected states, by focusing on effects on local conflict dynamics, the legitimacy of governing institutions and outright political violence. It establishes general patterns of BRI investments and their conflict exposure, and investigates these dynamics in more detail through case studies on Pakistan and Myanmar. Finally, it analyzes which BRI-specific practices have shaped its conflict impact, and how these could be improved.
9. Title: Can the BRI Deliver High-Quality Development? A Multi-Actor Analysis of China’s Overseas Economic Zones
Authors: Wu, Zeying; Ye, Min.
Abstract: The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) has evolved from its ambitious beginning into a framework focused on high-quality development (HQD), emphasizing environmental sustainability and people-centered development. This study examines to what extent these new directives are implemented in the context of China’s overseas economic zones (OEZs), employing a multi-actor-influence model to analyze the complex interactions and challenges inherent in these projects. Focusing on the Vientiane Saysettha Development Zone (VSDZ) in Laos, our analysis identifies three primary institutional challenges: fragmentation between the central and local governments in China, structural constraints imposed on Chinese businesses, and inadequate cooperation between Chinese and host country actors. These challenges underscore the complexities of translating Beijing’s top-down policy into effective action on the ground. The paper concludes with a discussion of the broader implications of these findings for the BRI’s future development.
10. Title: Fan Engagement with Chinese Celebrities’ Political Signaling on Weibo
Authors: Gao, Gengsong; Chen, Dan. 
Abstract: As political control tightens, many Chinese celebrities have started to repost official messages on Weibo to signal political loyalty. What is the impact of celebrities’ dissemination of official messages on public discourse? Using novel data, this article finds that, for reposted official messages, younger celebrities receive more fan engagement while celebrities with more followers receive less fan engagement than their other non-political personal lifestyle posts. Furthermore, fan engagement is higher for anti-foreign intervention reposts concerning sovereignty and territorial integrity than for other reposted official messages. The findings suggest that the majority of Chinese fans on Weibo are not blind cheerleaders of the government. Instead, they selectively engage with celebrities’ political reposts of official messages. However, the fans that are avid government supporters can still dominate the online discourse. Second, the findings also suggest that younger celebrities serve as examples for citizens to emulate regarding how to engage with politics by echoing official messages. Overall, this article presents a more complicated picture of Chinese celebrities’ and fans’ online political behaviors and their impacts.
