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1. Title: Trade-Offs of Social Democratic Party Strategies in a Pluralized Issue Space: A Conjoint Analysis
Authors: Tarik Abou-Chadi, Silja Häusermann, Reto Mitteregger, Nadja Mosimann, Markus Wagner
Abstract: This article provides a novel framework and empirical test of the strategic trade-offs of political parties’ programmatic appeals. In a pluralized issue space, political positions have the potential to create severe strategic trade-offs for political parties, with gains among one group of voters offset by losses among another. Existing research assumes that these trade-offs are especially prominent for social democratic parties but does not directly test whether specific subelectorates respond differently to particular programmatic appeals. To identify trade-offs for social democratic parties, the authors ran conjoint experiments in six Western European countries. Respondents could choose between programs that varied on several issue dimensions. The authors find that trade-offs among potential social democratic voters are less pronounced than the literature expects, especially regarding economic policies. The findings also establish two underrated challenges for social democratic parties: the existence of stronger trade-offs between age groups and the potential longer-term consequences of salience trade-offs.
2. Title: Accountability in Time: Evolution and Expertise in Participatory Institutions
Authors: Brian Palmer-Rubin, Jésica E. Tapia Reyes, Daniel Berliner, Aaron Erlich, Benjamin E. Bagozzi
Abstract: How do participatory institutions change over time? Previous research has focused on exogenous changes, such as legal reform or leadership replacement. But institutions also evolve endogenously, through processes of behavioral and compositional change on the part of citizen claimants and government officials. These processes can gradually reshape institutions to become more responsive to either expert or nonexpert claimants. The authors refer to such processes as brokered and grassroots models of social accountability. In the context of Mexico’s access-to-information system, the authors employ new machine-learning-generated measures to analyze nearly two million information requests and responses filed between 2003 and 2019. They find evidence that shows claimants becoming more sophisticated over time, and officials becoming more responsive to these expert claimants—both findings consistent with a brokered accountability model. Quantitative and qualitative evidence reveals mechanisms of behavioral and compositional change by citizen claimants and government agents.
3. Title: Why is it so Hard to Counteract Wealth Inequality? Evidence from the United Kingdom
Authors: Mads Andreas Elkjær, Ben Ansell, Laure Bokobza, Asli Cansunar, Matthias Haslberger, Jacob Nyrup
Abstract: Despite high and rising levels of wealth inequality, many advanced democracies have cut taxes on inherited wealth in recent decades. To explain this puzzle, the authors argue that taxing inherited wealth is politically difficult because, paradoxically, the people who have the strongest material interest in higher taxes—low-wealth renters—are those least likely to express a clear opinion about inheritance taxation. Instead, the political terrain is shaped by the preferences of homeowners and their children, who have a strong material interest in lower inheritance taxes. Empirically, the authors first evaluate this argument using original survey data from the United Kingdom. In two survey experiments, they next examine how exposure to information influences views on inheritance taxation. While the authors find no effect of providing statistical information about the distribution of housing wealth, preferences are influenced by explanatory information that explicitly outlines the potential effects of inheritance taxation.
4. Title: Bridging Migrants’ Social Protection Gap: Understanding The Incomplete Revolution Of International Social Security Coordination
Authors: Axel Cronert, Joakim Palme
Abstract: Recent decades have seen a sharp but regionally imbalanced expansion of bilateral and multilateral social security agreements (ssas), which serve to bridge gaps in migrant workers’ social protection by facilitating international portability of social rights and benefits. However, our knowledge about the factors shaping this remarkable, yet puzzling, development remains scarce. This study integrates literatures on international cooperation and the migration–welfare state nexus to formulate theoretical expectations about how migration patterns interact with democracy, economic development, and social security design to shape countries’ ssa trajectories. The authors analyze a new global dyadic data set that covers almost 1,300 ssa adoptions throughout the post–World War II period. They find that a country-pair’s level of development and similarity with regard to these three factors help to account for the countries’ likelihood of establishing an ssa, with migration working as a demand driver. These findings help to explain gaps in social protection between migrants and native residents worldwide and suggest how those gaps may be bridged.
5. Title: Who Gets Targeted with Soft Power? Evidence from Henry Kissinger’s International Seminar
Authors: Adam Scharpf
Abstract: Many states, nongovernmental organizations, and philanthropists use soft power to achieve their political goals. However, we know little about which countries these actors target. The author argues that given the large number of potential targets and the high costs of conducting influence campaigns abroad, soft power entrepreneurs strategically direct their efforts toward those countries in which their campaigns have the best chance of making a difference. The author expects that campaigns predominantly target liberal democracies, since the free exchange of ideas and opinions is likely to generate the intended admiration and attraction. To test this argument, the author draws on hand-coded attendance data from one of the most prestigious exchange programs during the Cold War: Henry Kissinger’s International Seminar (1952–1968). Results from numerous tests reveal that liberal democratic countries were more heavily targeted by Kissinger’s program than were nonliberal countries. Together, the article shows how (non)state actors strategically influence foreign intellectuals to forge international alliances.
