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1. Title: Harassment or neglect? How market dynamics and rent control shape landlord behaviour in Los Angeles
Authors: Sean Angst, Jovanna Rosen, Gary Painter, Soledad De Gregorio
Abstract: This paper examines whether and how housing market dynamics shape landlords’ profit-seeking behaviours, focusing on harassment and property neglect. Leveraging household survey data, we assess whether differences between market and contract rents, rent control and gentrification influence landlord behaviour. Findings reveal that one-quarter of respondents reported inadequate maintenance from landlords within the past two years, and more than one-fifth reported at least one form of harassment. However, the incidence of these issues varied across contexts. Tenants in rent-controlled buildings and gentrifying census tracts were 14.8 and 9.4 percentage points more likely than peers not in those situations to experience harassment, respectively. Moreover, rent-controlled tenants were more likely to experience illegal eviction practices while those in gentrifying tracts were more likely to experience threats and assault. In contrast, paying lower rents relative to market estimates alone was not associated with a greater likelihood of refusal to provide maintenance and a lower likelihood of harassment. These results suggest that landlords respond in illegal ways when frictions in the market make it difficult to simply increase rents in response to strengthening market conditions.
2. Title: Defensive for whom: The valuation of users and uses in public space design in Gothenburg, Sweden
Authors: Stefan Molnar, Karl de Fine Licht
Abstract: Defensive urban design, also known as hostile or exclusionary design, refers to the deliberate or incidental use of design elements to obstruct or exclude certain users from public spaces. This article explores the valuation processes involved in defensive urban design, focusing on Brunnsparken, a city square in Gothenburg, Sweden. Using a valuation studies framework, we investigate how different stakeholders assess and assign value to users and uses during the redesign process. Our study reveals that defensive urban design is not solely about exclusion but represents a spectrum of valuations, involving both positive and negative assessments that shift throughout different stages of urban redevelopment. This complexity shapes the governance of public spaces and challenges the simplistic notion that defensive design exclusively targets marginalised groups. By examining these nuanced processes, we contribute to a broader understanding of the moral and social implications of defensive urban design, highlighting its capacity to simultaneously foster inclusion and exclusion. Our findings underscore the need for thoughtful approaches to public space design that can balance diverse user needs and promote equitable urban environments.
3. Title: The spectre of growth in urban transformations: Insights from two Doughnut-oriented municipalities on the negotiation of local development pathways
Authors: Benedikt Schmid
Abstract: This paper examines the ambiguous role of economic growth in shaping urban transformations within two municipalities that are implementing the Doughnut Economics (DE) framework. Doughnut Economics proposes a radical reorientation of economic objectives, prioritising human well-being and ecological limits as the primary goals of economic activity. Adopting an ‘agnostic’ stance on growth, DE does not explicitly oppose economic growth, unlike degrowth approaches, but rather side-lines it. This paper explores the practical implications of this agnostic stance by analysing how DE principles and tools are interpreted and applied in real-world contexts. Empirical insights from two small municipalities – Tomelilla (Sweden) and Bad Nauheim (Germany) – highlight a key tension: while decentring but not rejecting growth allows for the engagement of a broad range of actors in urban transformations, the absence of a robust discussion on growth in these growth-oriented settings enables pro-growth perspectives to persist largely unchallenged. Recognising the challenges this poses for urban transformations beyond growth, the paper advocates for an open but decidedly growth-sceptical approach, replacing Doughnut Economics’ ‘growth agnosticism’ with a ‘secularisation of growth’.
4. Title: Spectres of gentrification: Towards a hauntological framework for exploring the impacts of gentrification
Authors: Josh Lown
Abstract: Theoretical foundations that frame gentrification often focus heavily on the material and political economy perspective. While this perspective addresses the material impacts of gentrification – cost of housing, changes in demographics, development of new housing structures – it does not address the way gentrification is experienced by long-time residents of gentrifying communities. One of the often-overlooked dimensions of gentrification is how residents’ perceptions of their continued belonging in the neighbourhood can lead to experiences of alienation. While underexplored in gentrification research, hauntology offers a theoretical framework that allows for a ‘more than material’ understanding of the relationship between personhood, place and property in neighbourhoods undergoing gentrification. Using a case study of a gentrifying neighbourhood in New England, this article describes the utility of the hauntological framework in understanding ‘more than material’ impacts of gentrification. Drawing on extensive ethnographic research, alongside photovoice and walking interviews with long-time residents, this article describes how participants and residents are often haunted by the sense of individual and communal loss of their community’s future place in the neighbourhood. These ‘lost futures’ are often represented by the material changes, such as new buildings, and demographic changes, witnessed through the displacement of their neighbours, occurring in their neighbourhood. This article argues that by engaging with the framework of hauntology, researchers can better interrogate how residents in gentrifying neighbourhoods experience loss through these demographic and material changes.
5. Title: Framing urban mobility injustice from the Global South
Authors: Pedro da Cunha Rego Logiodice, Mariana Giannotti
Abstract: This paper presents the Relational Urban Mobility Injustice framework for analysing urban accessibility and mobility, aiming to uncover critical, often overlooked injustices in the mobility system. Through reevaluating transport outcomes, we distinguish regimes of (im)mobility and expose the oppressive interdependence among them that mirrors and reinforces injustices across social groups. Using empirical data from public transport in São Paulo as a proof of concept, we show how transport conditions in terms of fare costs and crowding are shaped by social markers such as class and race. Areas predominantly inhabited by white residents feature lower crowding (below six passengers/m2) and reduced fares (under nine Brazilian reals), whereas zones primarily occupied by lower-class, black residents endure overcrowding and higher fares (over 18 Brazilian reals), inadvertently subsidising transportation for upper class and white areas. These dynamics demonstrate how deeply entwined conditions of precarity and privilege may be within a public transport system. Our argument and findings advocate for a paradigm shift in urban transport research, emphasising the oppression between social groups within the urban mobility systems.
6. Title: From ‘poor devil’ to middle class? Navigating resettlement and (in)formal reterritorialisation under COVID-19
Authors: José Rafael Nunez Collado
Abstract: Extensive research has examined the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on precarious informal settlements. However, limited attention has been directed towards its implications in resettlement sites, where relocated residents from poor urban areas often experience long-term vulnerability. This article addresses this gap by investigating how the pandemic shaped ongoing post-relocation integration within a major resettlement site in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. The concept of ‘(in)formal reterritorialisation’ is employed to elucidate the complex interplay between formal and informal adaptation endeavours disrupted by the health emergency. Drawing on empirical data, the article untangles how the pandemic exacerbated post-relocation disruptions to social ties and economic mobility, prompting residents to reassess informal settlements as sites of opportunity and solidarity. Conversely, during the outbreak, residents perceived the formal spatial and aesthetic conditions of the resettlement site as providing enhanced protections against the virus, bolstering their sense of belonging and place attachment. The findings underscore the intricate and often-conflicting outcomes that unfold within resettlement territories, critical sites for urban development in the Global South.
7. Title: ‘Peace-kept’ urbanism: Ephemerality and endurance in eastern DRC
Authors: Maren Larsen
Abstract: This paper opens up and departs from United Nations peacekeeping camps in the city of Goma, Democratic Republic of the Congo, to grapple with questions around urbanism’s temporariness and permanence. Inspired by literature from southern urbanism and camp urbanism that focuses on temporal aspects of the built environment, I trace the various spatio-temporal horizons through which peacekeeping camps come in and out of being. Honing in on a particular moment of the United Nations Organization Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo that registers both its extendedness and acknowledgement of an eventual end, four empirical examples illustrate the overlapping temporal logics shaping the spaces of these contingent camps. I trace these logics in ways that can be analytically useful to understanding how urbanism emerges in the continuous re-making of human settlements between now and later, as well as between the city and elsewhere. In doing so, I develop the notion of ‘peace-kept’ urbanism to account for dwelling arrangements in places where there is peacekeeping, marked by both ephemerality and endurance and fluctuating in conjunction with multiple spatial and temporal horizons.
8. Title: Housing market with informal density agglomeration: Investigating the form-context transition of urban village in China
Authors: Yihao Wu
Abstract: The prevailing discourse in urban planning often relegates the concept of ‘urban informality’ to its margins, typically viewing it as an aberration or market failure needing correction rather than a developmental phase warranting integration. While studies and policies of urban redevelopment have shifted from large-scale, clean-sweep practices to less radical, sustainable regeneration approaches, the local variations and fiscal complexity of these informal settlements render it onerous to find an adaptive spatial governance mode. Focussing on urban villages in Shenzhen, China, this study integrates the concept of the ‘form-context ensemble’ with spatial equilibrium models, thus proposing a revised framework that better accommodates the irregularities (hyper-density but below-market prices) introduced by urban informality with empirical evidence. Our empirical analysis shows that dense settlements under the expected value curve (EVC) can help mitigate housing cost disparities between income groups, while redevelopment will bring the externality to shift the EVC to a higher level, thus enlarging the discrepancy. We propose a three-way trade-off matrix between value, access and amenity for assessing the utility of urban villages, providing a comprehensive framework for balancing various factors in housing policy design and delivery. Our findings suggest that preserving some imformal settlements may enahnce general welfare and economic equity, even as cities pursue selective formalization. This paves the way for adopting a classification scheme and concerted measures for making targeted regeneration policies from municipal management or planning perspectives.
9. Title: Impact of public investment on residential gentrification: Individual-level evidence from Shanghai’s rail transit expansion
Authors: Kuang Kuang Deng, Ling Li, Jie Chen
Abstract: Increasing concerns have been raised about rail transit acting as a catalyst for gentrification because of mass rail transit investments around the world. The evidence, however, is mixed regarding transit-induced gentrification. This article addresses this issue by examining two key features of gentrification-style neighbourhood change, namely, whether housing costs rise as a result of the opening of new rail stations and whether this has resulted in the displacement of low-income residents. Our method relies on a difference-in-differences model and a unique dataset of individual-level housing rental records collected in Shanghai, China. According to the results, housing rents within 1.8 km from the new station have increased significantly in the year following its opening. In contrast to those living outside the station catchment area, housing renters living inside are more likely to move to locations that are more distant from rail stations, the city centre and their workplace and to be displaced by better educated, older and wealthier newcomers. Rent increases and the exodus of low-income renters together provide further evidence of transit-induced gentrification, which calls for the attention of urban planners and policymakers.
10. Title: Who are satisfied with life in cities? Evidence for 25 European countries
Authors: Fredrik Carlsen, Stefan Leknes
Abstract: A large literature has studied the urban gradient in subjective well-being, but few studies have examined for whom urban areas are good places to live. Using Eurobarometer survey data 2010–2019, we find that, compared to other sociodemographic groups, young, single and well-educated persons report relatively higher life satisfaction in cities than in non-city areas, whereas the opposite is the case for the unemployed. Sex differences in preferences for city living depend on country income: women gain relative to the other sex from living in a city in EU countries with high GDP per capita and vice versa for men. The Nordic welfare states exhibit a distinct pattern as average life satisfaction is higher in cities than in non-city areas, and the effects of unemployment, education and age are smaller than in the rest of the EU.
