Urban Studies
Volume 62, Issue 12, September 2025
1. Title: Zoning a productive city? A typology of clustering, diversity and specialisation in Melbourne’s urban industrial areas
Authors: Carl Grodach, Nícolas Guerra-Tão
Abstract: This research focuses on identifying the nuanced land use dynamics of urban industrial zones. Industrial lands in major Western cities have undergone significant change in the face of increasingly competitive property markets. At the same time, many countries seek to reshore manufacturing and support local industrial activity amid changes in production technologies, global supply chain shocks and geopolitical insecurity. Yet policymakers often fail to seriously consider the contemporary character of industrial zones and research has yet to analyse this in a systematic way. In response, we employ k-means cluster analysis to develop a typology of industrial zones in Melbourne, Australia. The typology captures a range of industrial zone clusters, which vary by industry mix, specialisation and spatial pattern. While some clusters represent traditional industrial areas, others are highly diverse in terms of firm and employment mix encompassing service sector activity and specialised manufacturing industries. These variations underscore the limitations of traditional zoning frameworks focused predominately on use separation and point towards the need for more responsive and context-specific urban economic development and industrial land use policies.
2. Title: Towards a dialogue between planetary gentrification and postcolonial urbanisation: State-led ethno-gentrification (SLEG) in Israel
Authors: Yael Shmaryahu-Yeshurun
Abstract: This article seeks to bridge the dichotomy between post-colonial and planetary perspectives on urbanisation through a case study of state-led ethno-gentrification (SLEG) in Israel. It examines a unique phenomenon of urban migration that has intensified in recent decades, involving the movement of religious Jewish-Zionist populations (known as Garinim Torani’im) into disadvantaged cities in Israel. The article explores how this phenomenon can be understood and conceptualised, presenting five key epistemological arguments and principles for defining state-led ethno-gentrification. The study demonstrates how economic and cultural incentives intersect with ethno-national and religious motivations, driving and sustaining urban settlement. I argue that these logics are mutually reinforcing and cannot be separated into purely national–colonial or economic–cultural projects. This article encourages scholars to apply gentrification terminology beyond the Global North to foster a comparative understanding of the intersections between capitalism and nationalism in urban development. It also calls for expanding the study of gentrification within Western narratives to include the institutional and racial/ethno-national forces enabling the commodification of space and displacement.
3. Title: Can zoning reform change urban development patterns? Evidence from Auckland
Authors: Ryan Greenaway-McGrevy, James Allan Jones
Abstract: In 2016, Auckland implemented a widespread upzoning to encourage medium density infill housing. This article describes the institutional processes preceding the reform, quantifies the changes in land use across the metropolitan area and documents subsequent changes in residential housing starts. We show that approximately three-quarters of residential land was upzoned, predominantly in areas close to transportation network access, and between 5 and 25 km of the central business district (CBD). Six years on from the reform, housing starts have increased; are located closer to the CBD, employment locations and transportation network access points; and are predominantly infill and attached housing. Spatial decompositions show that these patterns are exclusively driven by changes in housing starts in upzoned areas.
4. Title: Framing urban living lab as a multi-dimensional knowledge model: Experiences from Shenzhen Overseas Chinese Town Wetland Park
Authors: Zijing Shen, Junxi Qian, Hong Zhu, Shuang Tian
Abstract: Urban living labs (ULLs) have an experimental and transformative approach towards urban sustainability. Engaging with existing literature on two fields of research in which ULLs figure prominently, namely environmental governance and sustainability transition, this article rethinks hierarchical and institutional perspectives of ULL knowledge co-production that highlight the upscaling of policy models and institutions to achieve social relevance and efficacy. In contrast, this study highlights individual participants who join the ULL incidentally and voluntarily, as well as their embodied and lived knowledge produced in situ in forms of cognitive and behavioural changes. By unfolding the opinions and actions of visitors and volunteers involved in the Shenzhen Overseas Chinese Town Wetland Park, this article reframes ULLs as multi-dimensional knowledge models consisting of multi-actors and plural forms of knowledge.
5. Title: How does neighbourhood satisfaction impact relocation intentions? The mediating effects of housing costs and socioeconomic status
Authors: Feilong Yang, Yunxiao Dang, Li Chen, Dongsheng Zhan, Wenzhong Zhang
Abstract: Neighbourhood characteristics are well-known factors in driving residential mobility. However, the way that housing pressure and socioeconomic disparities complicate this relationship remains poorly understood. This complex relationship is especially pertinent amidst escalating inequalities in mobility access and control. Utilising a large-scale survey from Beijing, this study proposes an explanatory conceptual framework to examine how the perceived quality of the physical environment (PQPE) and the perceived quality of the social environment (PQSE) shape relocation intentions, with a particular focus on the mediating roles of housing cost acceptability and socioeconomic status (SES). The results indicate that dissatisfaction with the physical environment can deter relocation when affordable housing is available, and satisfied residents may consider moving if they face prohibitive housing costs. The impact of the PQSE on relocation intentions, primarily mediated by residential satisfaction, outweighs that of the PQPE. House tenure significantly modifies these dynamics: houseowners are more sensitive to housing burden and neighbourhood attributes, while non-houseowners are more influenced by SES and residential satisfaction. Distinct from Western contexts, the conceptual framework reveals a nuanced intermediate (im)mobility state among Beijing residents, situated between ‘forced’ and ‘voluntary’ categories. This implies that perceived socioeconomic capital constraints are underlying forces behind the trends of increasing residential segregation and gentrification.
6. Title: Residents’ expectations from the municipality in an age of urban-national polarisation
Authors: Tal Alster, Harel Nachmany, Nufar Avni
Abstract: The global phenomenon of liberal cities opposing reactionary nation-states has garnered increasing attention in recent years, with cities such as Istanbul, Warsaw and Tel Aviv–Jaffa serving as prominent examples. While the existing literature has explored various elements of this trend, it has largely overlooked the perspectives of ordinary city dwellers on this process. This study explores city residents’ perceptions of the municipality’s role in promoting liberal policy agendas traditionally associated with the national level. Using an original survey conducted in Tel Aviv–Jaffa, Israel, we propose a novel typology that classifies residents as ‘Liberals’, ‘Municipalists’ or ‘Conservatives’ based on their local policy preferences. Our findings reveal a significant liberal group (28%) that prioritises municipal involvement in ‘big’ liberal issues over traditional municipal functions. This diverse group, which is pessimistic about the country’s future, supports progressive policies at the local level. The study also profiles the three groups in terms of socio-demographic variables and examines the factors influencing their attitudes. This research contributes to understanding the role that progressive municipalities assume in times of growing urban-national polarisation, offering insights and tools that might be applicable to other cities worldwide facing similar challenges.
7. Title: Docklessness, aesthetic governance, and the urban ‘micromobility mess’
Authors: Agnieszka Leszczynski, Jonathan Cinnamon, Suzi Asa, Lindi Jahiu
Abstract: Dockless micromobility sharing systems have wrought significant visual changes to urban streetscapes worldwide. These changes are often described in terms of the ‘mess’ of micromobility, characterised by dockless vehicles abandoned in roadways, sidewalks, and recreational paths, tossed into waterways, and graffitied, burned, and otherwise vandalised. In this paper, we argue that efforts to govern this dockless micromobility mess – which most frequently comes in the form of parking regulations – effectively impose and enforce normative visual order on the cityscape. Based on an analysis of primary image data and publicly available documents, we identify that efforts at governing docklessness also have the effect of governing the aesthetics of urban space in three ways: through (1) visual-material interventions (e.g. parking corrals and mats, app interfaces); (2) linked strategies of visual verification (digital image capture and assessment) and computer vision (the use of AI and machine learning); and (3) visual erasure (e.g. impounds and bikeshare graveyards). We discuss the implications of the aesthetic effects of micromobility governance for docklessness itself and the utilisation of dockless micromobilities and potential impacts on transportation equity and sustainability, and most significantly, for the right to the city.
8. Title: Inclusion through modernity: Dravidian urbanisation in Tamil Nadu state, India
Authors: A Kalaiyarasan, Priti Narayan
Abstract: Tamil Nadu state in India boasts high levels of economic growth, human development outcomes and urbanisation. How might we understand these concurring outcomes in this particular region? We propose that the Dravidian Movement’s vision for social and economic justice in the state centred a quintessentially spatial imaginary. Recognising that a socio-spatial ordering was central to the upkeep of traditional divisions of labour and associated hierarchies, Dravidian thinkers and leaders emphasised the need to transform the spatial order to create a more egalitarian society. The urban, in particular, was seen as a site of potential transformation, and urbanisation, as a way to break traditional caste-based oppressions and hierarchies. Until the 1980s, inclusion in Tamil Nadu was fostered through intentional, ideologically backed state processes to spatially involve many parts of the state in urban processes, and socially include multiple caste groups in turn, thus influencing urbanisation trends. In a contribution to scholarship on urban trajectories and the role of politics in spatial transformation, this article attempts to locate the role of political and ideological mobilisations in driving particular spatial and urban outcomes in Tamil Nadu state that are relatively different compared to the rest of the country. The critical differences between Nehruvian visions of modernity at the national level and those in Tamil Nadu, historical and geographical specificities of the region and the ideological and implementational bases of Dravidian mobilisation help explain the diffused – but not quite decentralised – urbanisation model in the state.
