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1. Title: Estimating the relationship between prolonged weather variability and accelerated marriage in Bangladesh
Authors: Livia Elisa Ortensi, Francesca Tosi, Rosella Rettaroli
Abstract: Marrying as a child is a severe violation of human rights, with far-reaching consequences for young girls’ lives. Despite having declined in the last decades, the practice of early marriage is still pervasive globally, especially in South Asia. It is increasingly evident that climate change affects the timing and patterns of life course transitions, including the transition into unions for women and girls of all ages. This study focuses on the case of Bangladesh, where both extreme weather and child marriage prevalence are among the highest worldwide. We estimate the relationship between the two phenomena by applying multilevel survival modelling to integrated data based on the Bangladesh Demographic and Health Survey and the climatic information conveyed by the Standardized Precipitation and Evapotranspiration Index. Analyzing marriages between 1990 and 2016, we find that the risk of marrying before turning 18 and at any age increases when dry and wet weather conditions depart from the near normality for a medium and prolonged timespan, both in rural and urban areas. We interpret such evidence as a response of demographic behaviors to prolonged, severe climatic alterations rather than to single extreme climate events. These findings carry important implications for studies on family formation dynamics and the protection of women’s rights under the threat of global climate change.
2. Title: Varieties of Chinese capital in African agriculture: A bounded improvisation analysis
Authors: Yuezhou Yang
Abstract: Debates on Chinese state capitalism and agribusiness expansion have focused on issues of China’s overseas agricultural land investments. While China-focused analyses have deepened our understanding of the complex dynamics between Chinese state-business relations and the diverse regimes of capital export, they often overlook the institutional complexities of host countries. This study addresses that gap by investigating the interplay between the agency of different types of Chinese investors and the land tenure institutions in Tanzania and Zambia. I conceptualize three distinct types of Chinese investors – cooperative competitors, flying geese, and footloose opportunists—each characterized by unique drivers and objectives for internationalization. I further theorize how these investors navigate, adapt to, and improvise within the constraints of host-state land tenure systems. Drawing on 28 comparative cases collected through multiple field trips, the analysis highlights both the differences among Chinese firms operating in the same institutional setting and the varying strategies employed by similar firms across different regulatory environments. The typology developed in this study not only sheds light on the diverse and adaptive strategies of Chinese overseas investors but also provides broader insights into how firms engage with institutional constraints across sectors and beyond Africa.
3. Title: Production network disruption: Evidence from the civil-conflict in Ethiopia
Authors: Yohannes Ayele, Habtamu Edjigu
Abstract: This study investigates the role of trade networks in the dissemination and amplification of economic shocks using the 2020 Ethiopian civil war as a quasi-natural experiment. We use Value-added Tax (VAT) data from the Ethiopian Revenue and Customs Authority (ERCA) to construct a network of firm-level supplier–buyer connections. Using a difference-in-differences strategy, we find a significant negative impact of conflict exposure on firms located outside the conflict area. Firms located outside direct conflict zones but with pre-existing trade ties with affected areas experienced a 10% decrease in sales. Furthermore, we disaggregate the impact of buyer and supplier exposure to the conflict area. We find that both buyer and supplier connections to the conflict area have a negative impact, with buyer exposure having a stronger effect. The event-study analysis confirms the negative effect of the conflict on firms connected through trade networks. Our results are robust to various empirical checks including placebo tests with false treatment periods and regions, exclusion of outliers. Finally, we collected survey data from firms in non-conflict areas to provide further insights into how conflict affects their trade relationships with firms in conflict-affected areas. 82% of firms faced difficulties in communication or collaboration with their business partners, and 36% of firms experienced contract breaches or payment delays due to the conflict. Policymakers involved in post-conflict reconstruction should not only focus on directly affected regions but also on firms outside directly affected conflict areas, as they are also vulnerable to the ripple effects of conflict.
4. Title: Local context and mobilization in poor communities: Lessons from Kenya, Malawi and Zambia
Authors: Prisca Jöst, Ellen Lust
Abstract: Why are some actors better able than others to mobilize the poor? Some scholars approaching this question focus on leaders, suggesting that different types of actors and their corresponding roles shape their abilities to encourage participation in community initiatives or support for specific candidates. Others emphasize actors’ connections to their followers, positing that individuals closely connected within a community mobilize more effectively. Together, these approaches suggest that the mobilizers’ success varies by community, yet there remains limited understanding of where and why certain actors are more influential. In this paper, we turn attention to how the social context moderates actors’ abilities to influence the poor. To do so, we analyze data from a factorial vignette experiment with over 14,117 poor respondents in 631 communities embedded in an original survey fielded in Kenya, Malawi, and Zambia. We find more local actors, including those without formal leadership positions, have greater influence than more distant ones, and their comparative advantage is magnified in communities with dense social ties. Results also indicate that the fear of community sanctions and desire to cooperate with others drive mobilization, while fear of mobilizer sanctioning does not. We further rule out the possibility that these findings are driven by the homogeneity of socially dense communities or their levels of social inequality or ethnolinguistic fractionalization. These findings turn attention away from the focus on leaders in official positions, whether customary or state. They also suggest that social development programs can be more effective when engaging locally embedded actors, particularly in socially dense communities and when aimed at promoting community social goods. This approach may help international donors and NGOs achieve more sustainable outcomes and foster community resilience.
5. Title: Meteorological disasters and labor allocation in rural China: A gendered perspective
Authors: Hao Feng, Jie Liang, Zhen Yan
Abstract: Rural households engage in labor allocation to tackle agricultural loss stemming from meteorological shocks, whereas the intra-household allocation strategy remains unclear in this process. This study examines the impact of meteorological disasters on the allocation of labor within rural households from the perspective of gender heterogeneity. We construct a meteorological disaster index and investigate its impact on rural labor markets in China by using 15 years of longitudinal data from the China Health and Nutrition Survey. Our analysis reveals significant gender disparities in rural labor allocation in response to meteorological disasters, with one standard deviation increase in the meteorological disaster index from the last year elevating the proportion of male non-farm employment by 3.00 % and posing no effect for females. This structural shift results in a reduction in females’ investment in non-farm activities and an increase in their engagement in farm work and household chores. We identify three critical factors that contribute to this gender-differentiated impact: industry affiliation differences, variations in expected returns, and gendered social norms. Our findings highlight the unequal impact of meteorological disasters on rural labor markets and provide novel insights for the formulation of targeted policies aimed at enhancing women’s resilience and adaptability in job markets affected by natural disasters.
6. Title: Effects of recurrent rainfall shocks on poverty and income distribution in rural Ecuador
Authors: Maria Cristhina Llerena Pinto, Alisher Mirzabaev, Matin Qaim
Abstract: Climate change is associated with an increasing frequency of extreme weather events, which can severely reduce people’s welfare, especially in the Global South. Here, we analyze the impacts of rainfall shocks – including droughts and excessive rains – on economic and social outcomes, using micro-level panel data from rural Ecuador. We employ high-resolution weather information and georeferenced household survey data covering the period 2013–2019 to examine how single and repeated rainfall shocks affect income and poverty levels. Panel data regression models with household fixed effects show that rainfall shocks reduce per capita income by 9 % on average. The income losses are larger for poor households, agricultural households, and those involved in the informal sector. Two consecutive rainfall shocks have stronger negative income effects, especially for poor households with limited resilience capacity to recover quickly. Our estimates suggest that a second rainfall shock reduces the income among the poor by more than 50 %. Recurrent rainfall shocks also increase the poverty rate, the poverty gap, and poverty severity. These results highlight the need to consider heterogeneity in research and policymaking to understand and enhance people’s climate resilience.
7. Title: “Dream brokers” and the moral economy of frontier investments
Authors: Yann le Polain de Waroux, Angela Kronenburg García
Abstract: Agricultural frontiers continue to expand rapidly in multiple parts of the world, with massive social and ecological consequences. As awareness of these issues rises, so does societal pressure on frontier investors, who find themselves under increased scrutiny from civil society and environmental groups. In this study, we argue that frontier actors, in response to these pressures, deploy narratives that seek to resolve moral tensions around their activities in an attempt both to lessen exposure to criticism and to appease their own moral insecurities. Through a re-analysis of interviews conducted between 2013 and 2018 in two land-use frontier settings, the Gran Chaco region in South America and Niassa province in Mozambique, we explore the narratives used by frontier investors to frame and justify their actions as rightful and appropriate. We also highlight the important role played in this process by brokers who, in addition to facilitating these investments materially, operate at the discursive level to fashion these narratives into a positive, socially acceptable vision of frontier development. In disseminating the carefully curated “dream” of a morally just frontier, brokers pre-empt critiques of frontier investments and help bring about the future they want.
8. Title: Is the rising tide of specialty coffee lifting all boats?
Authors: Karl Wienhold, Peter W. Roberts
Abstract: Notwithstanding the size and breadth of the coffee industry, the distribution of economic outcomes along global value chains has never been equitable. Consumers pay high and rising retail prices for their coffee while the people who grow coffee receive inadequate shares of those prices. People who track the widening gap between retail (i.e., roasted) and green (i.e., unroasted) coffee prices tend to link it to industry consolidation and increased buyer power. However, this once singular commodity has evolved over several decades to incorporate differentiated market segments wherein retail prices are based on quality and a range of identity markers. The development community embraces these changes as upgrading opportunities for coffee producers, often assuming a concomitance of value creation and value capture. This assumption that the rising tide of retail specialty coffee prices lifts all boats begs the question: How is value distributed along specialty coffee value chains? We examine retail and green coffee price data and find that the upgrading by producers who grow coffees for differentiated specialty markets is mainly (but variably) appropriated by downstream actors. Our observations illuminate a pricing landscape that calls for new ways of thinking about value distribution along global value chains that end with differentiated consumer products.
9. Title: The price of war: A cross-country analysis on the conflict-growth nexus
Authors: A. Crippa, G. d’Agostino, J.P. Dunne, L. Pieroni
Abstract: With the growth in conflict around the world, the measurement of the likely economic cost of conflict is an important task in making the case for peacekeeping, peacemaking and post conflict reconstruction to prevent recurrence. Conflict is also a development issue, as most of the conflicts affect the poorest countries and are often civil wars. This paper deals with a number of issues that arise in the literature and presents a comprehensive analysis of the relationship between conflict and economic growth in the present geopolitical environment. Utilizing an extensive cross-country panel dataset and a structural growth model incorporating conflict dynamics, it offers robust estimates of the effects of conflict. It finds that they are higher for low-income countries with direct and spillover effects larger for Asia. It also showed that the spillover effects of conflict do not affect the overall damage on the GDP loss and this result does not change in the post-Cold War period.
10. Title: Tracking Chinese aid through China Customs
Authors: Andreas Fuchs, Lennart Kaplan, Krisztina Kis-Katos, Sebastian Leue, ... Feicheng Wang
Abstract: China’s response to global challenges, including efforts to achieve the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, has been widely discussed. However, the dearth of official Chinese data on its global development activities has complicated empirical assessments. This article introduces a systematic way to measure China’s foreign aid through official customs records of exported aid goods. We illustrate the use of this approach by analyzing how Chinese aid allocation changed during the COVID-19 pandemic, with a particular focus on China’s mask and vaccine diplomacy. Our results show significant shifts in China’s aid after the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic. First, medical aid skyrocketed after the outbreak at the expense of non-medical aid. It was initially dominated by face masks and other protective equipment and later by vaccines. Second, China’s aid became global, extending beyond the Global South. Third, in the aftermath of the initial outbreak in March 2020, China’s aid became less strongly associated with both recipient needs and political friendship, which can be mainly attributed to the rise of aid through non-government sources. However, with the vaccine diplomacy period starting in 2021, we observe a renewed significant association of China’s aid with both economic needs and political alignment, resembling patterns from the pre-pandemic period.
11. Title: How much do norms matter for quantity and quality of children?
Authors: Zainab Iftikhar
Abstract: This paper quantifies the effect of social norms, child mortality, and women’s education on fertility (quantity) and children’s education (quality) in Pakistan. Norms explain 14% of the variation in quantity and 9% of the variation in quality among the households that differ in the women’s socio-economic background. In comparison, child mortality explains 33% and 16% of the difference in quantity and quality, respectively. Variations in women’s education explain the rest. The quantity–quality trade-off weakens in the absence of norms and child mortality. Norms and child mortality also affect the cost of education and population policies.
12. Title: Employment without empowerment: Low-wage manufacturing and intimate partner violence in Nicaragua, 1998–2012
Authors: Louise Grogan
Abstract: This paper examines the impact of new employment opportunities for women in manufacturing on intimate partner violence (IPV) in Nicaragua. The timing of export processing zone (EPZ) placement and the characteristics of recruited employees are exploited for inference. IPV is found to increase as a result of this employment. Consistent with ‘male backlash’ and instrumental motives for IPV, controlling behaviour and alcohol over-consumption by women’s partners rises. When potential wages are very low, bargaining power effects of employment may be dominated by motives of re-assertion of control and resource extraction.
13. Title: The role of green and non-green relatedness in the development of new green specialisations in Argentinean provinces
Authors: Andrea Belmartino
Abstract: As global demand for green products accelerates, emerging economies are increasingly seeking to leverage their existing capacities to support green transitions and capture high-growth market opportunities. This study examines the role of green and non-green relatedness in the development of new green specialisations across Argentine provinces, offering insights into potential pathways for green development. Using relatedness density as a measure of knowledge proximity, results show that the likelihood of developing a new green specialisation is positively associated with both green and non-green knowledge assets within a region. The findings highlight that green policies which neglect spatial disparities risk exacerbating regional imbalances in green economic opportunities. The methodology developed in this study offers a transferable framework for other developing economies aiming to assess and strengthen their regional green economy potential.
14. Title: Long-lasting consequences of being targeted
Authors: Thang Dang
Abstract: While numerous majority-controlled governments globally have enacted hostile policies targeting minority groups, the long-term consequences of these policies remain insufficiently explored. By exploiting policy changes directed at the Chinese ethnic minority in South Vietnam between 1956 and 1963, this paper investigates the long-lasting effects of in utero exposure to hostile policies on multigenerational outcomes and social mobility. The findings reveal that such exposure adversely affects education, labor market outcomes, family formation, and economic well-being, while significantly increasing women’s fertility both intensively and extensively among directly impacted individuals. These hostile policies furthermore have intergenerational consequences, diminishing the next generation’s human capital and hindering educational mobility across genera- tions.
15. Title: Reshaping Migrant-Native Health Disparities: evidence from the hukou reform in China
Authors: Chengxu He, Yinhe Liang, Gefei Wang
Abstract: This study examines the health effects of relaxing internal migration restrictions in China. By utilizing temporal and spatial variations in the reform rollout at the prefecture level across cities, we find that the reform significantly improved migrants’ relative health. The mechanisms primarily driving these improvements include increased insurance utilization and enhanced social capital. These results underscore the significant positive impact of relaxed internal migration policies on overall social welfare.
16. Title: A socio-legal perspective on land market informality and accountability in urban land governance
Authors: Eric Hoddy, Simon Halliday, Jonathan Ensor, Amelia Macome, ... Emily Boyd
Abstract: Informal land markets are treated in terms of the processes and practices of transaction, access and ownership that exist outside of or in opposition to the formal mechanisms entailed by state law and regulation. Notwithstanding wider debates in urban studies on the problematic dichotomy of ‘formal’ and ‘informal’, we suggest the place of law and legality in underwriting such institutions and arrangements around land has been undertheorized. This article complicates how the basic categories of state law and regulation on the one hand and non-state norms, rules, customs and practices on the other are used through an examination of an ostensibly informal land market in Maputo, Mozambique. We introduce and apply the socio-legal concepts of scale, jurisdiction and temporality for offering a more complex picture of (in)formality: that while this land market is prohibited at one scale of state law it is simultaneously enabled at another. We find that the state remains surreptitiously involved in this prohibited market by way of local neighbourhood authorities and their informal practices that, officially, have no role in urban land sales, management and administration. Through this move, in turn, we reveal significant accountability implications and questions around the delivery of equitable governance of urban land and communities. As a contribution to the study of informality in urban land governance, we suggest that actors with jurisdiction in this local scale of state law should become seen as subject to the same normative demands for legal accountability as the official institutions of urban land management and administration, and within better systems for public accountability of all actors in the urban land sector.
17. Title: Settlement, inequality and wellbeing: Settled social structures and the creation of inequality and low life satisfaction in Northwest Cambodia
Authors: Jie Zhuo, Nicholas Harrigan, Ariane Utomo, Van Touch, ... Brian Cook
Abstract: Life satisfaction and wellbeing are crucial aspects of human development and are well known to be especially challenging for poorer individuals and households in the majority (developing) world. This research was motivated by a puzzle, where a census of 2,506 households across eight Northwest Cambodian villages, found markedly higher life satisfaction in four upland villages, despite dramatically lower incomes and worse human development indicators. We show that this difference is explained by the more recent settlement of these villages, which correlates with much lower levels of inequality (Gini index). Multilevel regression modelling shows that higher levels of income inequality within a village correlates strongly with longer settlement time of villages, and when controlling for major predictors, higher income inequality predicts lower life satisfaction for lower income households (Std Beta for interaction of Gini index * low income: −0.10; 95 % CI: −0.18, −0.03). We interpret these findings as suggesting that longer settlement of villages has consolidated social structures and power, which has increased inequality, which has lowered the life satisfaction of low income households. This carries significant implications for the rural development initiatives that inform the sustainable development goals (SDGs), in which ensuring a ‘good life’ for all, particularly low-income groups, relies heavily on community-based approaches. To successfully support human development and the SDGs, countervailing policies that redress the tendencies of time and space to increase inequality are required to counter differentiated and detrimental impacts on the wellbeing of poorer villagers.
18. Title: Rice, resilience, and relationships: Unpacking the intangible sources of resilience in Southeast Asian heritage ricescapes
Authors: Laurence L. Delina, Kim-Pong Tam, Sanny D. Afable, Ivee Fuerzas, ... Albert Salamanca
Abstract: The resilience of Southeast Asian farming cultures is closely linked to personal and familial commitments, emotional connections to agricultural livelihoods, spirituality, and cultural values. This paper explores the heritage ricescapes of Bali (Indonesia) and Ifugao (Philippines), investigating how these intangible sources, collectively termed the “Is,” contribute to the resilience-building strategies of Indigenous rice farmers through affective relationships. Utilising a mixed-methods approach that combines survey data with qualitative insights from interviews and focus groups, the study identifies four critical “Is”: Personal and Family Commitment, Continuity of Rice Farming and Livelihood Security, Adaptation in Practices, and Personal Beliefs and Spirituality. These elements significantly influence resilience within these agricultural communities. The survey analysis, employing Latent Class Analysis, reveals distinct subgroups of farmers based on their varied utilisation of the “Is,” highlighting the diversity in resilience strategies. This classification enhances our understanding of how different farmer subgroups respond to challenges, informing the development of targeted interventions. The findings emphasise that resilience is not solely dependent on tangible resources but is profoundly shaped by social, cultural, and spiritual dimensions and the affective relationships that underpin them. Future research should focus on longitudinal studies to investigate the evolution of resilience strategies and consider integrating participatory action research methods to empower farmers and enhance community engagement. This research aims to inform policies and practices that strengthen resilience and sustainability in agricultural contexts, particularly regarding emerging hazards that threaten Indigenous rice cultivation in World Heritage sites.
19. Title: Three-generation educational mobility in six African countries: The role of grandparents
Authors: Giovanni Razzu, Ayago Wambile
Abstract: Using nationally representative survey data, we provide estimate of three generation educational mobility in six African countries: Ethiopia, Gambia, Ghana, Liberia, Nigeria and Tanzania. We explore whether the extent of educational mobility over three generations varies by gender and whether the grandparent’s influence differs depending on their residency status. Our findings indicate that grandparents play a significant role, and that intergenerational effects can persist beyond two generations in Africa. These effects are however one-fifth as strong as those observed between two generations. The grandparents influence is generally higher for granddaughters than grandsons and is stronger if grandparents live with their grandchildren than if they do not.
20. Title: Education and ethnic intermarriage: evidence from higher education expansion in Indonesia
Authors: Antonio Di Paolo, Khalifany-Ash Shidiqi
Abstract: We analyse the effect of educational attainments on interethnic marriages in Indonesia, a multi-ethnic emerging country. The empirical analysis is based on data from the Java Island obtained from the 2014 wave of the Indonesian Family Life Survey, combined with administrative data about the location and year of establishment of Higher Education Institutions (HEI). To estimate causal effects, we exploit variation in exposure to HEI by birth year and district of residence in an IV/TSLS framework. Specifically, we employ as instrument for education the number of HEI located in a radius of 10 km from the centroid of the district of residence at age 18. The analysis is carried separately for males and females. The results indicate that years of schooling, college attendance and completion positively affect the likelihood of exogamy, i.e. having a partner from a different ethnicity. The estimates are somewhat larger for females than for males (although not statistically different), and all the robustness checks provide stable results, supporting their causal interpretation. The effect of schooling is not heterogeneous depending on parental education or mixed parental ethnicity. However, it is lower for individuals with Javanese ethnicity compared to those belonging to other ethnic groups. We also analyse potential mechanisms, highlighting that migration/residential location and changes in social norms could be significant channels underlying the causal chain between higher education expansion, educational attainments, and interethnic marriages. Overall, the results point out that the increase in educational attainments induced by the expansion of higher education could contribute to the reduction of ethnic segregation.
21. Title: International student mobility and poverty reduction: A qualitative study of the mechanisms of systemic change
Authors: Maia Chankseliani, Joonghyun Kwak, Natalya Hanley, Ahmad Akkad, ... Zhe Wang
Abstract: International student mobility is widely regarded as a means of knowledge acquisition, yet its broader implications for poverty reduction remain underexplored. As governments impose new restrictions on mobility and geopolitical tensions reshape migration flows, understanding the developmental role of returnees is increasingly urgent. Drawing on 143 interviews with mobile and non-mobile “change-agents” across 57 countries, this study examines how returnees contribute to systemic change through four interrelated mechanisms: agency and reflexivity, knowledge translation, transnational social relations, and civic understanding. However, fragmented implementation systems, politically conditioned bureaucracies, and institutional scepticism toward externally informed ideas constrained returnees’ initiatives. Using Critical Realism, Transnationalism, and Transformative Learning Theory, this study emphasizes the complex, negotiated nature of mobility-driven development. The findings highlight the need to move beyond individual skill development in policy and research, calling for policies that strengthen institutional absorptive capacity and sustain transnational collaboration. At a time when geopolitical tensions and visa restrictions are altering mobility patterns, this study contributes to debates on migration, development, and education by demonstrating that returnees act not merely as knowledge transmitters but as strategic agents of structural adaptation. Their ability to translate global insights into locally meaningful reforms has implications far beyond the brain drain discourse, offering a critical perspective on how higher education, migration, and development intersect in an era of rising global fragmentation.
22. Title: Who is asking and how? Effects of survey mode and enumerator gender on measuring women’s life experience
Authors: Aditi Kadam, Ellen B. McCullough, Tamara J. McGavock, Nicholas Magnan
Abstract: We explore the causal impact of survey design choices on measurement of outcomes about women’s experiences using standard questions that inform policy and research on women’s and girls’ empowerment. Among ultra-poor women in rural Ethiopia, we experimentally vary the survey mode (phone or in-person) and enumerator gender (male or female) for a survey module eliciting respondents’ beliefs about and experiences with physical safety, emotional well-being, and independence. We find that women report their experiences similarly to a female or male enumerator (for interviews conducted by phone) and they also report experiences similarly in person versus over the phone (for interviews conducted by a male enumerator). For the least empowered respondents, those interviewed by phone are significantly less likely than those interviewed in person to agree that domestic violence perpetrated by husbands against wives is justified under some conditions, suggesting that the privacy of a phone interview gives them an opportunity to state their objection. Our results suggest that phone surveys present a cost-effective means of collecting comparable sensitive data from women without altering respondent reporting, or with improvements possible in some contexts.
23. Title: Small policy changes can accelerate the adoption of improved on-farm storage among smallholder farmers
Authors: Michael Brander, Zewdu Abro, Menale Kassie, Wolfgang Mittmann, ... Matthias Huss
Abstract: Reducing food losses is a significant and often overlooked opportunity to bolster global food security and enhancing the resilience and sustainability of global food systems. Food losses are highest in low-income countries where millions of smallholder farming households remain particularly vulnerable. As yet, smallholders’ adoption of loss-minimizing storage technologies, such as hermetic storage bags, remains low. Here, we study the effects of two types of policy options on the adoption of improved on-farm storage in the case of Ethiopia. Using a randomized controlled trial, we show that a small partial subsidy, which mirrors the current fiscal burden on these technologies, can lead to a sixfold increase in the adoption of hermetic storage bags (from 11% to 67% adoption). While providing a free trial bag did not increase purchase rates later-on, it did rapidly improve household food security. These findings underscore the need for policymakers in low-income countries to consider reducing fiscal barriers on post-harvest technologies, as is common for other agricultural technologies, to contribute to enhanced food security and more resilient food systems.
24. Title: The main global cultural differences today evolved from environment-related historical agricultural patterns
Authors: Michael Minkov, Plamen Akaliyski, Anneli Kaasa
Abstract: Decades of research have demonstrated that many cultural differences between modern nations are associated with a single dimension of culture, called “individualism-collectivism” (IDV-COLL) or various other terms (including Schwartz’s “embeddedness”), contrasting Northwestern Europe plus the English-speaking countries with countries at low geographic latitudes. IDV cultures are characterized by greater individual freedom (especially reproductive and religious), rule of law, and human rights than COLL ones. Despite a partial worldwide shift toward IDV, these country differences are relatively stable. Previous research explains them as a function of differences in wealth, climate, pathogen prevalence, Western Church policies, and more. We test a new theory: prevalent types of agriculture 100 years ago and earlier still explain IDV-COLL differences. We analyze two strongly correlated IDV-COLL versions, by Minkov-Kaasa and by Schwartz, as well as a new measure of objective COLL-IDV for 84 nations, consisting of household size, gender inequality, LGBT rights, and rule of law. We also use the Minkov-Kaasa IDV-COLL index for the 50 US states. For all national IDV-COLL/COLL-IDV measures, across the whole country sample, and across 35 culturally independent nations (thus avoiding autocorrelation), historically prevalent dairy farming is associated with IDV, whereas nomadic herding and shifting cultivation are associated with COLL. Across 48 US states, historically prevalent dairy farming predicts IDV, plantations predict COLL. Agriculture always produces the strongest direct effects. The effects of the other predictors are inconsistent, with the seeming exception of wealth. Yet, some environmental predictors have a distal effect on IDV-COLL, mostly through the mediation of agricultural types.
25. Title: How natural disaster shocks to agriculture affect health care use and expenditure
Authors: Hung-Hao Chang, Chad D. Meyerhoefer
Abstract: Farmers experience higher rates of disability and illness than the general population and face volatile incomes due to frequent crop and livestock losses from extreme weather events. Because they are often self-employed, many cannot enroll in publicly provided or employer-group health insurance, raising concerns that income shocks from natural disasters may reduce health care access. Using health care claims data from Taiwan’s Farmer’s Health Insurance Program and other administrative sources, we estimate the impact of disaster-related income losses on health care use and expenditure, as well as farm income elasticities of health care demand. Applying an instrumental variables approach to account for endogenous exposure to risk, we find that income elasticities for outpatient care and prescriptions range from 0.11 to 0.32. Additionally, farmers adjust their labor supply allocations to on-farm and off-farm work after natural disasters, increasing the time cost of seeking care. Disaster payments significantly mitigate reductions in health care demand, potentially lowering downstream hospital costs and offsetting part of the public expense of disaster relief programs.
26. Title: Heterogeneous impact of digital economy on employment quality of female migrant workers in an emerging economy: Evidence from China
Authors: Guiling Liu, Ruifeng Liu, Mengling Tian, Jian Wang, Hengyun Ma
Abstract: High-quality employment of female migrant workers empowers women and boosts economic development. However, female migrant workers in China face dual disadvantages from gender and migration status, lowering employment quality. The digital economy presents new opportunities to mitigate these disparities. We find a robust positive impact of the digital economy on female migrants’ employment quality and gender equality in the Chinese labor market. The positive impact manifests across key dimensions of employment quality, including economic security and stability, career development potential, work autonomy and life balance, and psychological and social well-being. The impact differs among female migrant workers with different labor skills, ages, family decision makers, influences of Confucian culture, and regions. Mechanism analysis shows that the digital economy enhances the employment quality of female migrant workers by alleviating the burden of family caregiving responsibilities. We also explore different mechanisms according to different industries. In addition, digital literacy and childcare resources affect the enabling effect of digital economy on the employment quality of female migrant workers. The conclusions provide an empirical basis for the government to formulate targeted policies such as gender equality, digital skills training and inclusive care services.
27. Title: The impact of artificial intelligence on the energy transition: evidence from Chinese cities
Authors: Juan Xu, Yu Chen, Nan Yang, Shuai Shao
Abstract: Climate change and energy issues have important implications for the future of the planet. The energy transition plays a vital role in addressing the global energy and climate crisis, while artificial intelligence (AI) is a core driver of this transition. On the basis of data from 262 Chinese cities between 2006 and 2019, a comprehensive city-level index for AI is constructed, and the impacts of AI on the energy transition and the corresponding mechanism are explored. The results suggest that AI significantly promotes the energy transition, and the promotion effect is greater in resource-based cities and central and eastern cities at the city level, as well as in strategic emerging industries and capital-intensive industries at the industry level. Regarding the influence mechanism, AI development can improve the energy transition by promoting green technology innovation and digital transformation. However, importantly, at higher levels of AI development, risks such as the energy rebound effect could arise. In this case, excessive investment and use of electricity may counteract the increase in the energy transition. Thus, while acknowledging AI’s pivotal role in the energy transition, it is equally critical to be aware of potential risks.
28. Title: The role of intermediaries in the implementation of sustainability standards. A case study of buyer-driven Rainforest Alliance certification in the Indonesian cocoa sector
Authors: Charline Depoorter, Janne Bemelmans, Axel Marx
Abstract: Voluntary Sustainability Standards (VSS) are private governance instruments that promote sustainable development in global production systems. In smallholder-dominated agricultural sectors such as cocoa, VSS often operate through group certification driven by buyers (companies or cooperatives). These buyers act as intermediaries that implement VSS through enforcement, incentives provision, and capacity-building pathways to ensure producers’ compliance with VSS rules related to sustainable production practices. Despite growing recognition of their importance, the role of these intermediaries has largely remained underexplored. This paper investigates how buyers driving certification implement VSS, how they differ in doing so, and how these differences matter for implementation performance, i.e. the extent to which producers are exposed to implementation pathways. Applying the regulatory intermediation (RIT) framework, we conduct a comparative case study of the implementation of the Rainforest Alliance by three distinct buyer companies driving group certificates in the Indonesian cocoa sector, based on 43 interviews, three focus group discussions, field observations, and survey data from 228 certified farmers. We find that buyers driving certification are crucial intermediaries in VSS implementation and engage an array of sub-intermediaries to perform different implementation functions. The resulting structures of intermediation and the capacities of (sub-)intermediaries vary and matter for implementation performance: in particular, structures with fewer intermediaries that hold operational capacities, independence, expertise, and legitimacy enhance performance. This might bring us closer to understanding why some producers might alter their behavior more than others towards compliance with VSS rules. By unpacking the “black box” of buyers driving group certification in VSS implementation, our research informs both scholarship and policy efforts aimed at enhancing the effectiveness of VSS in achieving sustainability goals, and contributes to a better understanding of the role of buyers in global sustainability governance.
29. Title: Women’s rights and the gender migration gap
Authors: Jerg Gutmann, Léa Marchal, Betül Simsek
Abstract: This is the first global study of how institutionally entrenched gender discrimination affects the gender migration gap using data on 158 origin and 37 destination countries over the period 1961–2019. We estimate a gravity equation derived from a RUM model of migration that accounts for migrants’ gender. Instrumental variable estimates indicate that increasing gender equality in economic or political rights generally deepens the gap, i.e., it reduces female emigration relative to that of men. Studying heterogeneity across income levels, we find that higher-income countries drive this average effect. In contrast, increased gender equality in rights reduces the gender migration gap in lower-income countries by facilitating female emigration.
30. Title: Customary courts, state institutions, or opting out: Patterns of forum pluralism in three African countries
Authors: Patricia Funjika, Lauren Honig
Abstract: Human security and economic development require access to conflict resolution forums, making them a critical governance service. Yet, state governments are not the majority provider of dispute resolution in many countries. We draw on a sample of 5000 disputes from the 2019 Local Governance Process Indicators (LGPI) survey to study the impacts of forum pluralism in peri-urban and rural Zambia, Malawi, and Kenya. We show that the greater diversity of forums in a community is associated with an increased use of dispute resolution services. This counters expectations that customary forums crowd out the use of state forums or function as substitutes. Their coexistence increases overall use of conflict resolution services, yet the profiles of users of each forum type vary systematically. Even among users with similar geographic access to customary and state forums, status within each has a significant impact on the choice of forums and, therefore, the norms of justice governing citizens. We also find certain groups, particularly individuals with low status in customary forums and women, are less likely to seek any dispute resolution. Distance from the state’s courts positively impacts the likelihood of using customary forums, highlighting the importance of ease of access on forum choice. Overall, the findings show that even as customary forums increase access to a vital governance service, policymakers must pay careful attention to which groups remain underserved and excluded from equal access to conflict resolution.
31. Title: The last hurdle? Unyielding motherhood effects in the context of declining gender inequality in Latin America
Authors: Mariana Marchionni, Julián Pedrazzi
Abstract: This paper explores the link between the effect of children on mothers’ earnings—the so-called child penalty—and the observed gender earnings gap in Latin America over the last two decades. Leveraging repeated cross-sectional data from harmonized household surveys spanning the 2000–2021 period in 14 countries, we estimate the impact of motherhood on earnings using a pseudo-event study approach around the birth of the first child (Kleven, 2022). Unlike traditional event studies that rely on panel data, we build pseudo-panels at the individual level by matching individuals with similar observable characteristics, including birth cohort, allowing us to track fathers and mothers over time, and estimate the effect of children on their earnings. These effects are then used as inputs in an Oaxaca–Blinder decomposition to quantify their contribution to the observed gender earnings gap. Our findings reveal that the motherhood effect is possibly the single most important factor contributing to the remaining income disparities between men and women in the region: it represents 41% of the gender gap among parents and 34% of the overall gender earnings gap. Importantly, its relative importance has been increasing over the years. Specifically, while the overall earnings gap between fathers and mothers decreased by more than eight percentage points over the last two decades, the motherhood-related gap remained nearly constant. As a result, the share of the motherhood-related gap within the total gender earnings gap increased from 37% to over 46%. Furthermore, a country-by-country analysis reveals that the motherhood-related gap shows little variation across countries and does not correlate with GDP per capita, suggesting the distinct rigidity of gender gaps stemming from the motherhood effect compared to other determinants of gender income inequality. We also provide a comprehensive overview of the motherhood effects on labor market outcomes beyond mere employment status and earnings, such as hours worked and labor informality. This sheds light on key mechanisms underlying labor market adjustments upon motherhood in Latin America.
32. Title: Age structure and democratic development: the nonlinear and conditional role of youth bulges
Authors: Yao Lu, Zhirui Luo
Abstract: This study investigates the influence of structural demographic factors on democratic development, focusing on the role of age structure measured by youth bulges. Whereas the existing literature has largely viewed youth bulges as a threat to democracy, this research theorizes the multifaceted impacts of youth bulges and contends that they can be either beneficial or detrimental to democracy, depending on the magnitude of a country’s youthful population and contextual factors. Using an original longitudinal country-year dataset spanning 156 countries between 1975 and 2018 and leveraging within-country variation over time to mitigate endogeneity bias, we find a nonlinear and conditional effect of youth bulges on democratization that is robust to different measures and model specifications. Specifically, the effect follows an inverted-U pattern: youth bulges promote democratization up to an intermediate, sustainable level; beyond this threshold, their impact turns negative when excessively large youthful populations strain the state’s capacity to manage them. Moreover, the democratizing impact of youth bulges is contingent on structural socioeconomic factors, including a robust economy, low unemployment, and high educational and ICT development. Importantly, the effect of youth bulges holds across various regime types. In light of these results, our study also underscores the democratic challenges posed by population aging. Overall, these findings emphasize structural demographic factors as an important explanation for democratic development.
33. Title: Becoming a friend of the foe: The evolving perspectives on the ‘cohabitation’ strategies of large-scale and artisanal and small-scale mining operations
Authors: George Ofosu, Francis Arthur-Holmes
Abstract: As mining governance regimes become far more welcoming to foreign investors, the dispossessed and disenchanted small-scale miners have staked their own claims to part of the mining wealth in the majority of mineral-rich regions across the globe. Alongside large-scale mineral extraction, there has been a proliferation of smaller mines operated by artisanal and small-scale mining (ASM) actors. The coexistence of all forms of mining – large and small, formal and informal – have often come at the cost of significant socio-economic and environmental impacts. Thus, the concept and the practice of ‘cohabitation’ and ‘autonomy’ have dominated the policy and scholarly discourse on large-scale mining (LSM) and ASM interactions for decades, with an upsurge in the amount of scholarly literature reporting on the conflictual relations. In this vein, we review the LSM-ASM research and integrate it with the stream of theoretical scholarship: the ‘partnership’ perspective. Our perspective holds that the failure of past cohabitation arrangements, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa, can be attributed to i) legitimacy and legality issues, ii) a focus on containment over collaboration, and iii) environmental remediation oversights. LSM companies often have to negotiate with informal or unlicensed ASM operators. Consequently, cohabitation agreements frequently overlook the legitimacy and legality of these arrangements, resulting in a lack of legally binding contracts. Hence, of critical importance, attention to ‘partnership’ principles, encapsulating among other things, attention to LSM economic-related interests, and ASM environmental-remediation obligations could help both scales and types of mining partner to flourish together. Our work has important implications for research and policy decisions on the mining landscape and suggests important directions for the practice of both LSM and ASM.
34. Title: Does cellphone banking change lives? Fintech, and poverty in Kenya
Authors: Derick T. Adu, Valentina Hartarska
Abstract: Fintech is transforming financial markets globally by expanding access to financial services, particularly for individuals with limited access to traditional banking. While some scholars remain skeptical about its potential, others liken its impact to that of the Industrial Revolution. However, there is limited empirical evidence establishing a causal relationship between Fintech and economic outcomes. This study estimates the causal impact of Fintech on poverty in Kenya using data from 2000 to 2017. Employing the synthetic control method alongside multiple robustness checks, we assess the introduction of M-Shwari—a mobile-based digital credit and savings platform developed by the Commercial Bank of Africa and Safaricom Plc and targeting poor clients excluded from the formal financial system. Our findings indicate that this innovation has significantly reduced poverty: the per capita poverty rate below US$1.90 and US$3.20 decreased by 10% and 4%, respectively. Additionally, using the national poverty rate as a robustness check, we find a sustained decline of approximately 4%, further supporting our main results. These findings provide robust evidence of Fintech’s role in poverty alleviation.
35. Title: Foreign aid in a divided country: Subnational aid allocations in post-conflict Bosnia and Herzegovina
Authors: Zdeněk Opršal, Tereza Nováková, Jaromír Harmáček, Jiří Pánek, Boris Avdić
Abstract: Our paper examines the sub-national distribution of aid in the context of Bosnia and Herzegovina’s ethnically diverse population, uneven socio-economic performance, and complex administrative system. The research builds on a unique dataset of geolocated projects and project activities of the ten key bilateral and multilateral donors in Bosnia and Herzegovina. We examined (i) the spatial distribution of aid among the municipalities of BiH, both from individual donors, and in aggregate, and (ii) factors associated with the distribution of aid. The results suggest that donors give little attention to development needs in their aid allocations, as they allocate more aid to municipalities that are better off. As such, their aid contributes to spatial inequalities with potentially destabilizing effects. On the other hand, we found no significant evidence that donor aid allocations at the aggregate level were biased by ethnic considerations, although we cannot rule out (geo)political factors. Finally, the paper reveals different patterns of aid among individual multilateral and DAC donors. The paper is the first of its kind to examine sub-national aid allocations in the Global East.
36. Title: Deliberating towards development: A framework for co-constructing policies with people in poverty
Authors: Agathe Osinski, Olivier De Schutter, Xavier Godinot
Abstract: This paper builds on the results of an international participatory research project that identified nine dimensions of poverty, including six that are “hidden” and typically overlooked in research and policy. Drawing on these dimensions and original case studies conducted in France, Mauritius and a West African country, we propose an approach to policy co-construction and evaluation that includes people experiencing poverty as partners. We offer a methodological framework that is sensitive to hidden dimensions of poverty and provide guidance to navigating the challenges of deliberation in contexts where strong power asymmetries are likely to translate into epistemic injustice. The framework requires four shifts in thinking about participation in development policies: (1) it broadens the definition of poverty to include dimensions beyond deprivation; (2) it acknowledges people in poverty as knowers and agents of change; (3) it relies on a stronger form of participation that goes beyond consultation, where people deliberate as equals and learn from one another; and (4) it transfers part of the policy ownership and decision-making power to people in poverty themselves.
37. Title: Clientelism and programmatic redistribution: Evidence from a conjoint survey experiment in Brazil
Authors: Mogens K. Justesen, Sigrid Koob, Sina Smid
Abstract: In real-world elections, voters mostly do not face a choice between ’good’ or ’bad’ candidates but rather between candidates who attempt to mobilize electoral support by mixing normatively desirable policies on issues like social protection with normatively undesirable practices like vote buying. In this paper, we study how voters reward or punish candidates who differ in their mix of clientelistic and programmatic distribution. We gather evidence from a conjoint experiment of voter preferences for city councilors in Brazil. Our findings show that clientelism negatively affects voter support, even when candidates add programmatic redistribution to their policy platform. However, clientelism involving offering work is punished less harshly and may even make candidates more electorally viable. Low-income voters, in particular, are more lenient towards clientelistic distribution involving work when it is combined with pro-poor programmatic distribution. Our findings help explain why politicians continue to use certain types of clientelism and how these are paired with programmatic redistribution to mobilize voter support.
38. Title: Can economic development and forest conservation coexist? Revisiting growth and deforestation in the Brazilian Amazon
Authors: Pedro Henrique Batista de Barros, Ariaster Baumgratz Chimeli
Abstract: We examine the effect of municipal income on deforestation in the Brazilian Amazon over a period marked by relatively stable environmental protection institutions and a sharp decline in forest loss. While microeconometric studies yield valuable causal estimates linking development indicators and deforestation, they frequently neglect general equilibrium effects that are essential for effective policy design. To address this, we deploy a dynamic spatial-panel model applied to a large region and with a rich set of controls for drivers stemming from the recent microeconometric literature. We estimate a negative and statistically significant relationship between deforestation and GDP per capita, with effects concentrated in agricultural frontier municipalities and at middle-to-upper income levels. We attribute this relationship to less land-intensive activities in more urban settings, poverty reduction, increased agricultural productivity, and improved access to national markets. Extending the analysis to an environmental-health index that incorporates biodiversity loss and ecosystem services shows consistent complementarities with income growth. Our contribution lies in integrating causal micro-insights within a spatially aware framework allowing for general equilibrium effects, offering policy relevance by highlighting how income growth can align with sustainable forest management when system-wide interactions are considered.
39. Title: Beyond the individual: global socioeconomic, cultural, and religious contexts of male-perpetrated intimate partner violence
Authors: Wolfgang Messner
Abstract: Intimate partner violence (IPV) against women remains a staggering global public health issue with profound human and economic costs. While individual-level factors have been extensively studied, broader contextual influences are less understood. Using an ecological Bayesian regression model, this study draws on past-year IPV prevalence data from the 2022 WHO report to examine the interplay between IPV and socioeconomic, cultural, and religious factors in 161 countries. The findings reveal that higher levels of gender egalitarianism, power distance, and assertiveness correlate with lower IPV prevalence, while institutional collectivism, in-group collectivism, and humane orientation are associated with higher prevalence. Economic development and education emerge as protective factors, whereas higher fertility rates and religiosity exacerbate IPV. There is higher IPV prevalence in countries with larger proportions of Muslim and Hindu populations, and lower prevalence in those with higher proportions of Christian and atheist/non-religious populations. These results provide critical insights into the societal conditions driving IPV across diverse global contexts, highlighting the need for targeted, context-specific prevention strategies that address cultural norms, socioeconomic disparities, and institutional structures.
40. Title: Sectoral effects of development aid on post-war violence: spatially disaggregated evidence from the Great Lakes region
Authors: Lucas Kori Leonhard
Abstract: In the 1990s and early 2000s, Africa’s Great Lakes region experienced some of the most devastating conflicts in recent history. Following a fragile peace negotiated in the mid-2000s, international donors allocated over $38 billion in development aid to support stabilization across the region. This study evaluates the effectiveness of these efforts through a spatially and sectorally disaggregated analysis of over 100 districts and provinces in the Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, and Burundi. To ensure robust inference, I employ a combination of negative binomial regression with coarsened exact matching on subnational administrative units and difference-in-differences estimations on locally defined buffer zones.
The results demonstrate that the impact of development aid on violence is highly contingent on the sectoral orientation of the projects. Health and social protection projects are consistently associated with a statistically significant reduction in violence, while infrastructure-stimulating projects do not affect the occurrence of violence. In contrast, there are indications that education and economic-developing projects could be problematic. Strikingly, these findings mirror evidence from conflict-affected settings in Afghanistan, suggesting broader patterns in how development aid works in fragile environments.
This research highlights the limitations of one-size-fits-all development strategies and underscores the importance of tailoring aid to the political, social, and cultural context of recipient communities. It provides important insights for both policymakers and scholars, calling for a more nuanced and context-sensitive approach to post-conflict development cooperation.
41. Title: Understanding and addressing “Benevolent Indignities”: Unintentional violations of human dignity by well-meaning international actors
Authors: Paul Clayton Perrin
Abstract: The concept of human dignity has become central to global development and humanitarian efforts. This article contributes to the growing literature on dignity in development by exploring how well-intentioned aid and development practices can inadvertently dehumanize or marginalize those they aim to support—what the paper terms “benevolent indignities.” These indignities often arise not from ill intent or moral failings, but from systemic, philosophical, and operational dynamics within aid and development institutions that must be made visible to be challenged.
The paper identifies thirteen forms of benevolent indignity. These include reductionism (oversimplifying people’s identities), infantilization (treating individuals as passive or incapable), imposition (prioritizing external over local values and priorities), and instrumentalization (treating people as means to an end). Other forms include hypocrisy (disparity between organizational values and practices), distancing and disregard (shallow engagement and listening), opacity (lack of transparency), favoritism (aid based on non-need factors), deficit framing (focusing on weaknesses), biologizing (giving primacy to biophysical needs), saddling (providing unsustainable infrastructure), and overefficiency (dehumanizing in the name of optimization).
To counter these dehumanizing patterns, the article proposes adopting a “dignity assurance” framework. This involves: (1) defining dignity in operational terms within organizations; (2) embedding dignity into accountability tools and metrics; and (3) emphasizing the humanizing quality of interactions in aid delivery. By shifting from abstract ideals to measurable practices, this framework encourages more humane, inclusive, and respectful systems of support that uphold the dignity of all participants.
42. Title: Green industrial policy under financial constraints: Insights from India’s state-led decarbonization
Authors: Mathias Larsen
Abstract: State financing in different forms is the core of green industrial policy. In spite of severe domestic and international financial constraints, India’s green industrial policy has delivered a rapid scale-up of both solar installation and manufacturing. Here, I explore how this unanticipated success was possible. I contribute to the literature on how state-led decarbonization can be funded in the global South by examining current assumptions regarding states’ ability to finance industrial policy. I find that India’s approach can be summarized as ‘state-organized financing with limited fiscal expenditure.’ Direct fiscal expenditures by the state are kept at a minimum and narrowly scoped to specific technologies. Instead, most state financing comes from state-owned enterprises and state-owned financial institutions, alongside financial de-risking by state-owned distribution companies. This is complemented by state-ensured demand and import barriers. Through this approach, fiscal spending makes up a low proportion of overall state financing in India’s green industrial policy. This finding suggests that green industrial policy may be feasible in countries under financial constraints, supporting an emerging research agenda on state agency and policy maneuverability for steering a green transition in the global South.
43. Title: Devolution and economic resilience in Nepal
Authors: Raj Kharel, Andrés Rodríguez-Pose
Abstract: This article examines the impact of three key components of devolution —government expenditure, internal revenue, and both conditional and unconditional transfers— on the economic resilience of Nepal’s local governments during and after the Covid-19 pandemic. Bridging the gap between the devolution and resilience literature, it focuses on Nepal, a country that embarked on an ambitious devolution journey, transitioning to a Federal Democratic Republic following the monarchy’s overthrow in 2008. This transition was institutionalised through the 2015 constitution, which established a three-tier system of government. The analysis reveals that, following fiscal devolution in 2017/18, local government expenditures and intergovernmental transfers significantly enhanced the resilience of rural and semi-urban municipalities. However, internal revenue collection has played a limited role in this process. In a country with low local-level capacity, conditional transfers —primarily allocated for infrastructure and services— have been crucial for local economic resilience, whereas unconditional transfers have not demonstrated the same impact. The findings suggest that greater investment, rather than autonomy, has been the primary driver of subnational economic resilience in Nepal.
44. Title: Extraordinary African cities? Zipf’s law and the emerging African system of cities☆
Authors: Camilo Gomez Osorio, Vlad Mykhnenko
Abstract: This paper revisits the rank-size power law of urban hierarchies in Africa, with new analysis of the relationship between urban agglomeration, colonial legacies, and spatial economic inequalities. It explores urban patterns of spatial distribution of economic activity across Sub-Saharan Africa and finds evidence that Zipf’s law holds for African cities. Based on population panel data from Africapolis for 34 countries over the period 1960–2015 – it finds that the rank-size rule relationship has strengthened over time, with the statistically significant parameters converging closer to −1. The empirical evidence supports an inverted U-shaped relationship between the Zipf parameter and GDP per capita growth with different effects across groups of countries by colonial legacies (British versus French), income, and land size. These results are based on 2SLS and dynamic system GMM panel data quadratic estimations. The findings suggest an urban Kuznets bell-shaped curve, implying that economic growth may initially increase urban income inequalities, while reversing to reduce spatial income inequality with further GDP per capita growth. The African urban hierarchy – both nationally and region-wide – is evolving to the empirical regularities commonly observed elsewhere.
45. Title: Scholar-activism in agrarian and development studies and practice
Authors: Saturnino M. Borras, Jennifer C. Franco
Abstract: Scholar-activism is a tradition in knowledge politics that takes the side of the exploited and the oppressed when talking about development. It is necessarily embedded in the wideranging knowledge political coalitions – for social justice or corporate profit-making – that include actors from academia, grassroots social movements, small autonomous research institutions, as well as states, corporations and philanthropies. We critically examine questions as to who gets to talk about development, from which platform and how, whose voices count, and the conditions under which various actors talk about development.
46. Title: Gutenberg 2.0 − Academic publishing in the digital world
Authors: Gunther Maier
Abstract: This article investigates recent developments in academic publishing following the invention of the World Wide Web by Tim Berners-Lee and compares them to the development resulting from the invention of letterpress printing by Johannes Gutenberg in the 15th century. It is argued that both inventions are comparable in importance, as they fundamentally change the technological and economic conditions under which academic knowledge is produced and disseminated. For both inventions, the article discusses technical, economic, and institutional preconditions leading to the invention, the technological and economic significance of the invention, and the developments following from it. While it is evident for Gutenberg’s invention that its consequences reached far beyond academic publishing, the implications of Berners-Lee’s invention are still unfolding. The paper discusses recent developments in academic publishing, like the changed business model of many large publishing companies, the open access movement, the reproducibility crisis discussion, and the development toward open science, and relates them to Berners-Lee’s invention. It concludes that the economic changes in terms of dramatically lower marginal cost of production, non-rivalry of consumption, and non-excludability of consumers have pushed these developments and will continue to transform academic publishing.
47. Title: From “just” energy to energy justice? Imaginaries of fair wind power in the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, Mexico
Authors: Adolfo Mejía-Montero
Abstract: Since the beginning of the century, the region of the Tehuantepec Isthmus in the Mexican state of Oaxaca became the epicentre of a wide network for social resistance to utility-scale wind power (USWP) led by rural and indigenous communities. To date, many authors have identified and discussed different energy justice concerns related to distributive, procedural and recognition dimensions of justice which have fuelled local resistance and hindered a sustainable energy transition in Mexico. This paper contributes to the topic of decolonial energy transitions by discussing alternatives to wind power that effectively align low-carbon transitions to individuals’ and local communities’ welfare and well-being. To do so, this paper advocates for energy justice as an analytical tool that facilitates reflecting on the efforts of local communities to pursue their needs and wants while contributing, or not, to efforts of mitigating climate change. This paper draws from qualitative data from 58 interviews conducted across different communities in the Tehuantepec Isthmus and a series of workshops in the community of Union Hidalgo. The paper reflects on how alternative community or bottom-up models and “anti” approaches to wind power and other low-carbon technologies could contribute to decolonising low-carbon energy transitions, framing them not only as an opportunity to mitigate global climate change, but to fight systemic and historical imbalances across Mexico, Latin America and other territories in the Global South.
48. Title: Legislative responsiveness, urban growth, and popular mobilization: Evidence from Algeria
Authors: Jérémie Langlois, Marwa Shalaby
Abstract: Under what conditions do autocratic legislatures affect the rates of protest mobilization? How do demographic factors, namely urban growth, intersect with legislative responsiveness to explain variations in protest activity? This study aims to explain patterns of protest activity in an autocratic country, Algeria. Drawing on an original dataset of parliamentary questions and protest event data from 2015 to 2021, we analyze the impact of governorate-level responsiveness on variations in protest activity. Our findings show that increased legislative responsiveness to constituents’ demands is associated with fewer protests at the governorate-level. We also uncover a nonlinear relationship between urban growth and protest activity. Our study contributes to scholarship on legislative responsiveness in authoritarian contexts, particularly concerning how political and demographic factors may exacerbate or attenuate street-level threats to regimes.
49. Title: Skill regimes and rural industrial transformation in China: A case study of textile industry in Wujin County from 1949 to 2015
Authors: Shaohua Zhan, Yihong Jin
Abstract: This paper examines the transformation of rural textile production in Jiangsu Province, China, during the socialist period (1949–78), and traces the subsequent development of the region’s rural textile industry. Based on data collected from Wujin County in the province, the paper reveals how socialist China had trained and transformed rural artisans into workers of collective factories. Along this process was the transition between two skill regimes: household and collective skill regimes. The collective skill regime facilitated the adoption of advanced technologies and the acquisition of diverse skills, while also reproducing social inequalities and generating new forms of social differentiation among workers. By examining skill formation and social differentiation of rural artisans and workers in the socialist and reform periods, this paper illuminates how rural China had transformed from a handicraft-based economy into an industrial powerhouse. This holds implications for rural development and nonfarm economic transitions in China and other contexts.
50. Title: Trajectories of labour market transitions in the Indian economy
Authors: Rosa Abraham, Surbhi Kesar
Abstract: The Indian economy, despite registering high growth, is characterised by a persistent and vast informal economy. Using it as an illustration, we draw lessons for characterising labour markets in contexts of high informality. We employ a group-based statistical modelling method to identify whether there exist systematic patterns in the high volume of worker transitions across different employment arrangements. Using panel data for eight points between 2017 and 2019, we identify seven dominant labour market trajectories. The trajectory capturing stable formal salaried employment, with highest average earnings, accounts for only 6.7% of the sample. None of the dominant trajectories denote a job ladder from informal to formal work, and the sorting of individuals into informal trajectories is far from voluntary, indicating an existence of formal and informal segmentation. The most populous trajectory, comprising 38.4% of the sample, with second highest average income (although half of that of the formal salaried trajectory), is stable self-employment, followed by the trajectory representing transition within different forms of informal wage work at 27.2%. Most trajectory groups associated with informal wage arrangements have high flux, indicating lack of stability. Furthermore, trajectories associated with informal wage employment have even lower earnings than those with informal self-employment. Far from suggesting a desirability of informal self-employment, this is indicative of a breaking down of the expected voluntary transition from self to wage employment in the transformation process. Additionally, access to trajectories is stratified along various correlates, especially caste. Caste hierarchy operates most starkly at the node of accessing the trajectories, while in terms of penalties or gains in earnings, traditional caste-hierarchy may not always operate uniformly. Our findings disrupt the standard expectation in structural transformation models and labour market theories, while highlighting the need to foreground evolving nature of informality in labour market models for developing economies.
51. Title: The Jesuit expulsion: A double-edged sword for state authority in New Spain
Authors: Francisco Garfias, Emily A. Sellars
Abstract: We examine the short- and longer-term consequences of the expulsion of the Jesuit order from New Spain in 1767. The Jesuits had been critical partners of the Spanish Crown in the expansion and stabilization of colonial rule, but royal officials eventually became suspicious of the order’s economic and political power and their ability to resist imperial authority. Though authorities believed that expelling the Jesuits would bolster the power, resources, and authority of the colonial state, we show that it had ambiguous short-term and more unfavorable longer-term consequences on these outcomes. The expropriation of Jesuit assets provided a resource boost for the Crown, but the benefit was partially offset by the additional burdens of replacing Jesuit institutions and pacifying unrest caused by the expulsion. The legacy of 1767 proved more damaging over the longer term as affected areas saw more insurgent activity during Mexico’s War of Independence (1810–1821). This case highlights both the benefits and hidden dangers of relying on religious intermediaries to extend political control.
52. Title: The origins of dual malapportionment: Long-run evidence from Argentina
Authors: Victoria Paniagua, Joan Ricart-Huguet
Abstract: Legislative malapportionment often results from a credible commitment between elites from core urban regions and peripheral rural regions that favors the latter. Research shows that such agreements typically arise at critical junctures like the birth of federations, constitutional conventions, and transitions to democracy. But why do elites in core regions, often the most populous and prosperous, accept to be persistently underrepresented? Why do these elites not renege and try to reverse their fortunes in the legislature? We argue that core region(s) may become overrepresented in the executive cabinet as a compensation mechanism. We evaluate this argument leveraging a novel dataset of all ministers and legislators in Argentina (1860–2015). We confirm that legislative malapportionment has existed since the 1800s and has underrepresented large provinces, notably Buenos Aires. However, we show that existing literature has overlooked cabinet malapportionment—Buenos Aires has historically been overrepresented in the executive, balancing its legislative underrepresentation. We argue that “dual malapportionment” facilitated state formation by lowering the risk of interregional conflict in the 19th century. In the 20th, we provide evidence suggesting that Buenos Aires’ demographic and economic dominance, as well as its dense elite networks, facilitated the persistence of its cabinet dominance. Our findings highlight the informal dynamics of inter-branch compensation mechanisms among elites, which may enable the emergence and maintenance of heterogeneous polities over time.
53. Title: Virtuous outcomes of instrumental intentions? The case of Uruguay’s 1996 constitutional reform
Authors: Germán Bidegain, Felipe Carozzi
Abstract: In December 1996 a national referendum approved a constitutional reform that introduced substantial changes to Uruguay’s electoral system. We argue that this reform was proposed by Uruguay’s establishment parties to prevent the rise to power of the left-wing Frente Amplio in the 1999 elections. While successful in this instrumental goal, the policy introduced a series of changes that, paradoxically, would pave the way for a long period of Frente Amplio rule after 2004. It also facilitated the coalition formation process within the centre-right block in the last decade. In the pursuit of a short-term electoral victory, proponent parties created an institutional setting that would support Uruguay’s relative political success in the first quarter of the XXI century. We argue that this reform is an example of instrumental mismatch: the private goals of the reformers were orthogonal to the reforms stated goals. We argue that this mismatch need not be an obstacle for a reform’s ultimate success.
54. Title: Infrastructure-driven land appropriation, institutional change and conflict in a communal conservancy in Kenya
Authors: Eric M. Kioko, Winnie Changwony
Abstract: The construction of government-led megaprojects, particularly in the energy, transport, water and technology sectors, is booming in Africa to support fast-growing economies. Rural areas are a key focus for the development of megaprojects due to the perceived availability of space. Whether at the planning or implementation stage, expectations of infrastructure, including valorization and connectivity, fuel anticipatory behavior and speculation, leading to the convergence of different actors with different interests. This article explores how infrastructure reconfigures land tenure and changes power dynamics in community-owned conservation landscapes that fall victim to infrastructure construction. It examines how actors and strategic groups appropriate and privatize the commons by exploiting and influencing institutional change, and how these processes are contested and resisted. The impact of megaprojects on communally owned and managed natural resources has received little scholarly attention, particularly in Africa, despite the global push to expand protected areas. Using the proposed Isiolo section of the Lamu Port South Sudan Ethiopia Transport Corridor (LAPSSET) in Kenya as a case study, we show how asymmetric power relations and conflict define infrastructural frontiers as different actors exert influence and compete for strategic interests prior to project implementation. We argue that infrastructure reconfigures property rights regimes, socio-cultural relations, and shifts power and conflict dynamics in these fragile ecosystems, threatening their very existence.
55. Title: The sand curse: sand mining, environmental degradation and social conflicts in The Gambia
Authors: Luqman Saka
Abstract: The Gambia continues to navigate through a complex transition process seven years after exiting twenty-two years of authoritarian rule. While progress has been recorded, The Gambia still contends with conflict drivers of which land governance and disputes over the management of land resources especially sand and its aggregates remain significant. To this end, this study examines the “Sand Curse” by investigating how sand mining is accelerating land disputes between communities and driving tension between actors in the sand mining industry and members of communities. Deploying the participatory research design and gathering information from qualitative sources, this study advances the “Sand Curse” argument by highlighting how sand mining in purposively selected coastal and non-coastal communities is accelerating environmental degradation and contributing to the food security crisis. It highlights how the environmental impacts of sand mining have become a driver of social conflicts. Central to the “Sand Curse” argument that this article advances, is the explanation of how “Sand Rent” is mediating social relationships and driving social conflicts in the Gambia in the context of liberal democratic space. Taking a cue from the Urban Illicit Ecologies explanation, the article highlighted how collusion between state actors and sand mining businesses engendered violent community actions and drove social conflicts in the Gambia. The study emphasizes the importance of accountable and transparent governance of sand rent, adherence to the applicable national environmental regulatory framework governing sand mining, and efforts at sustainable communal peacebuilding as pathways to address the sand curse in the Gambia.
56. Title: Sanitation marketing in Nigeria
Authors: Laura Abramovsky, Nneka Akwunwa, Britta Augsburg, Ephraim Danladi, ... Kyla Smith
Abstract: We evaluate the effectiveness of a sanitation marketing intervention aimed at increasing the supply of improved toilet products by local businesses and the household demand for toilets in rural Nigeria. Results from a randomized controlled trial show that treated businesses were more likely to produce and market the new toilet model and to engage in the sales of sanitation products more generally. However, we find no discernible impact on household toilet ownership rates. Evidence from interviews with sales agents employed by the business and responsible for about half of the sales suggest that inadequate incentives for sales agents and household affordability constraints may explain these results.
57. Title: Indicators shaping urban greenspace spatial performance in China: A systematic review of the literature
Authors: Xi Peng, Yunfeng Jin, Cynthia Girling, Shaocheng Wu
Abstract: China’s urban development is shifting from a focus on speed to a pursuit of quality, placing new demands on the planning, design, and governance of urban greenspaces as essential public goods. This study systematically reviews 49 empirical articles published between 2016 and 2021 to synthesize the spatial performance of urban greenspaces in China across three key dimensions: accessibility, vitality, and equity. Drawing from a structured literature search and multi-stage screening protocol, we identify and classify a diverse set of performance indicators and analytical methods. Our findings reveal that accessibility is shaped by both geographic and socioeconomic factors; vitality is influenced by internal attributes, external land use context, and user behavior; and equity assessments emphasize the need to address distributional justice for vulnerable populations. This study proposes a comprehensive indicator framework and quantitative evaluation methods that support evidence-based greenspace planning and governance. These insights contribute to enhancing the social benefits of greenspaces and promote refined and equitable urban greenspace management.
