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1. Title: Parsing Factional Affiliations among Chinese Political Elites
Authors: Siyi Zhang, Lingna Zhong, Shu Keng, Baoqing Pang
Abstract: For researchers studying Chinese politics, the concern is not whether factions are important, but rather how to identify them. In the Chinese context, factional affiliations are often concealed, requiring researchers to devote extensive efforts to parse them. Faction detection methods have transformed over time, from the “rumours-have-it” approach of first-generation scholars, to the “backgrounds-in-common” framing of the second generation, and the “practices-of-patronage” focus of the current generation. This article offers a systematic review of these approaches and finds Junyan Jiang’s patronage-focused, “within-tenure promotion” approach to be the most accessible and justifiable. Building on Jiang’s work, we propose two additional criteria to this identification method, “double promotion” and “promotional grooming.” Finally, we test all the verifiable approaches against the odds of China’s prefectural-level leaders crossing career thresholds between 2000 and 2020. The test results show that the background-based approach has limited validity and Jiang’s patronage-based approach thus requires further refinement. In contrast, our revised identification methods prove to be effective in clarifying the factional factor. This study thus proposes an improved, verified approach to identifying factions in Chinese politics and provides researchers with a reliable tool for identifying the “people factor” in the comparative study of political elites.
2. Title: Eldest Sons of the Republic: State-owned Enterprise Executive Management System with Chinese Characteristics
Authors: Ming-Hao Liu
Abstract: Some cadres receive promotions, whereas others do not. This study explores the Chinese Communist Party’s (CCP) personnel control over the central state-owned enterprise (SOE) leaders from the Hu era to the Xi era. An analysis of the résumés and careers of SOE leaders reveals that the CCP has established a dual-track system to manage enterprises with different functions. This system employs two types of incentives: promotion incentives for leaders of eldest-son enterprises associated with national security, and salary incentives for leaders of other enterprises. Through the dual-track system, the CCP aims to influence the career trajectories of SOE leaders and address conflicts of interest in the principal-agent relationship. This study also investigates the individual characteristics of SOE leaders, including their political qualifications, professional qualifications and ages. The results indicate a tendency towards specialization and institutionalization in central-enterprise leaders, even during the Xi era.
3. Title: Shouldering the Burden: The Communist Party’s Deepening Penetration into Village China
Authors: Ben Hillman
Abstract: Under Xi Jinping, the Communist Party of China has systematically centralized decision-making power over a wide range of policy areas while strengthening the organizational capacity of Party institutions to implement the Party’s agenda. The Party has expanded its presence and influence across government agencies, private enterprise and non-profit organizations. The final frontier for Party control lies in the countryside, where villages have enjoyed relative autonomy and civic organizational status since decollectivization in the early 1980s. This article explains how the Party has systematically deepened its penetration into China’s villages by empowering village-level Party branches and Party agents to take control of village affairs. The policies have sought to turn village committees into party-state implementation agencies, but messy realities on the ground raise questions about the efficacy of the measures for policy implementation and formal Party control. Drawing on interviews with villagers, village leaders and township officials in several rural Chinese counties in western and eastern parts of China, alongside Party documents and Chinese-language academic journal articles, this article examines the Party’s strategy for taking greater control of China’s 600,000 plus villages and presents observations about the impacts and consequences of the recent centralization initiatives for rural governance in China.
4. Title: Gender and Bureaucratic Overload in the Grassroots State: Work–Life Choices of Female Civil Servants in Rural China
Authors: Qi Song, Ling Han, Chengpang Lee
Abstract: This study explores an emerging yet under-researched group within the Chinese bureaucratic system: grassroots female civil servants. Although there is a growing focus in academia on female officials in China, existing research mainly concentrates on the gender representation and career pathways of high-ranking female officials. This research delves into the work and life choices faced by female civil servants in local governments. Despite official discourse advocating for gender equality, interviews with 21 female public servants from a poverty-stricken county in northern China reveal that the demands of local government work and gender norms impose a double burden on them. Although the civil service is known for its stability, these women often have to put in extra effort into demanding and exhausting jobs, frequently sacrificing promotion opportunities to balance family and caregiving responsibilities. However, they seldom express dissatisfaction with this situation, reflecting the entrenched nature of gender role perceptions. This study provides a new explanation for the underrepresentation of female officials at higher levels from a grassroots perspective and reveals the impact of overloaded bureaucratic work on career mobility.
5. Title: Constructing Consent: How Grassroots Governments Reshape the State–Peasant Relationship in the Xi Era
Authors: Lei Yang, Yuanmin Sun, Changkun Cai
Abstract: After the rural tax and fee reform in China in the 2000s, the increased administrative nature of rural governance weakened state–peasant connections, rendering local cadres’ traditional societal-oriented consent strategies ineffective. To gain peasants’ consent to state policies and reconnect with them, grassroots officials adopted a more complex, covert and naturalized strategy for constructing consent, integrating it into peasants’ daily lives. This study uses the “rural construction” initiative in Chuxi county, China, as a case study to explore the construction of consent. The findings indicate that constructing peasant consent is a process of continuous interaction between the individual actor and social structures. In the regularization phase, grassroots officials use institutional practices to facilitate consent, including winning the hearts and minds of villagers, solving “thought” problems, shaping behavioural norms and cultivating lower-level agents. In the mobilization phase, when consent is needed, grassroots officials flexibly adapt the pre-established institutional elements to elicit specific consent. They do this by fostering an atmosphere of consent, employing divide-and-rule tactics, and contextualizing rules. The study concludes that the party-state is building a broader form of peasant consent in the Xi era, which extends beyond consent to policies.
6. Title: Policy Experimentation Trapped in Tiao-driven Authoritarian Environmentalism: A Case Study of National Park Policy in China
Authors: Pei Zhang, Jiacheng Zhao
Abstract: Departing from simplistic portrayals of Chinese environmental governance as authoritarian, this study identifies a hybrid policy style that combines authoritarian environmentalism with policy experimentation, as evidenced in national park policy. A detailed examination of the North-East China Tiger and Leopard National Park shows that this hybrid increasingly tilts towards authoritarianism during implementation. To explain this dynamic, the study moves beyond the prevailing central–local lens and employs the tiao–kuai model, which captures the power relations among top leaders, central departments (tiao), and local governments (kuai). The analysis reveals that organizational interests centred on conservation have led central departments to expand their authority, marginalize local governments and narrow the space for experimentation, thereby suppressing community development demands. Even when top leaders intervene from above, the entrenched power structure of tiao and kuai still limits the effectiveness of corrective measures. The study contends that a hybrid policy style, supported by balanced power relations between tiao and kuai, is essential for reconciling conservation with development through environmental policy experimentation.
7. Title: “Beautiful Countryside”: Green Development and the Making of Rural Urbanization in China
Authors: Duojie Zhaxi
Abstract: This paper examines the “beautiful countryside,” a newly initiated state rural development programme emphasizing “greening” and beautification elements, in western China. It explores how local bureaucrats, village leaders and planners implement the programme, which stresses the importance of greening and green development, on the ground. It also analyses how local officials and villagers understand the programme. By highlighting the significance of the greening and aesthetic elements of the project, as well as local government officials’ interpretation and understanding of programme implementation, this paper argues that constructing the “beautiful countryside” is a form of aesthetic governmentality. While this initiative constructs tidy and beautiful spaces, it also shapes subjectivities towards building a city-like modern space to promote rural urbanization in the countryside.
8. Title: Rangeland Governance and Practices in Amdo Tibet, China: Legal Pluralism in Pastoral Communities
Authors: Palden Tsering
Abstract: In China’s pastoral regions, both formal and informal rules are embedded in society and are continually negotiated and reassembled according to social, cultural and political contexts. In particular, the de facto rules governing rangeland use and access are much more intricate and dynamic than de jure property rights as set forth by statutory law. Through the lens of legal pluralism, this article examines the multiplicity of customary practices in Saga, a pastoral village in Amdo Tibet, where pastoralists develop rangeland practices in multiple contexts to manoeuvre in their struggle for inclusion in wealth building and the right to access rangeland and natural resources. Through three cases of customary practices – grazing bans, pasture patrols and communal summer grazing – this research demonstrates how pastoralists interpret and tailor rangeland governance to meet their expectations. A plural context-based hybrid rangeland governance is visible in Saga, where in response to changing de jure rules, de facto rules are deeply rooted in social, cultural and emotional dimensions. Rather than becoming fixed, de facto rules and practices are always evolving in response to the local context where multiple types of de jure rules apply.
9. Title: The Educational Outcomes of Children’s Migration Strategies
Authors: Hanzhi Hu
Abstract: Internal rural–urban migration and its implications for children’s education are critical factors in understanding China’s rapid pace of urbanization. However, previous studies relying on cross-sectional data often treat migration as a one-off event, oversimplifying the migration process. This study uses data from the China Family Panel Studies (CFPS) for 2010–2018, along with a newly developed analytic strategy, to estimate the effect of children’s migration trajectories on their educational outcomes. Using panel data, this study examines various migration trajectories by considering the directions and frequencies of migrations. Results show the heterogeneities among migrants. First, while permanent migration does not adversely affect children’s education, return migration and multiple migrations lead to increased educational penalties. Beyond the segregation between urban and rural areas, the findings highlight the significant disadvantages linked to migration between provinces, which profoundly affect educational outcomes compared to migration within provinces. Finally, the findings suggest there are gender differences in the impact of migration experiences, with boys facing greater challenges to their education.
10. Title: Aggressive Journalistic Questioning and China’s “Wolf Warrior Diplomacy”
Authors: Lize Yang, Hai Yang
Abstract: The origins of “wolf warrior diplomacy” have been a focus of studies on Chinese diplomacy in the Xi Jinping era. Building on existing research that emphasizes its foreign origins, our study zooms into a micro-level factor: aggressive journalistic questioning. We investigate the linguistic and interactional dynamics between foreign media and the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) to assess and highlight its effects on aggressiveness in Chinese diplomatic discourse. Empirically, our analysis is based on a qualitative analysis of 4,556 question–answer dyads taken from MFA press conferences. Overall, our results lend strong support to the causal relevance of this micro-level factor. Aggressive questioning from foreign journalists significantly increases the aggressiveness of the Chinese MFA’s diplomatic rhetoric, although considerable variation exists across issue areas.
11. Title: The Politics of Promotion in China’s Foreign Policy Bureaucracy
Authors: Tyler Jost, Yucong Li
Abstract: A robust literature on the professional advancement of Chinese officials has paid comparatively little attention to an important elite group: the foreign policy bureaucracy. We introduce original data documenting over 11,000 career assignments of 1,357 senior officials in the foreign ministry from 1949 to 2023 and leverage these data to offer the first systematic analysis of who rises to the top of China’s foreign affairs system. We find that diplomats who spend a greater share of their careers in postings abroad are less likely to be promoted to higher ranks than diplomats who remain at home – and that these patterns persisted even after the professionalization of the foreign affairs bureaucracy. Meanwhile, the analysis finds only mixed evidence that diplomatic performance assists promotion. The data and analysis draw attention to the unique challenges of professional advancement in bureaucracies charged with managing China’s foreign relations.
12. Title: Pandemic Precarity: Labour Dispute Resolution for Overseas Chinese Workers during COVID-19
Authors: Ding Fei
Abstract: This paper examines the impact of COVID-19 on labour governance and legal struggles faced by overseas Chinese workers. Drawing on migration studies and legal research, it explores the intersections of state, labour and law in the context of transnational mobility and dispute resolution. Through critical analysis of policy directives and court rulings, the paper highlights the Chinese government’s dual challenge in the wake of the pandemic: maintaining the continuity of overseas business operations to safeguard corporate profitability and China’s international image, while also protecting workers’ rights to uphold social stability. The findings reveal that overseas workers were at times overlooked in central government policy guidelines, despite facing unique legal, spatial and logistical challenges owing to the transnational and trans-jurisdictional nature of their employment. This lack of tailored policy attention has resulted in inconsistencies and disparities in how domestic courts adjudicate their legal claims. Gaps in overseas labour governance during times of crisis underscore the need for clearer legal stipulations and more inclusive judicial protections to address the complexities of transnational labour disputes under “Global China.”
13. Title: Cultural Brokers: The Shaolin Temple Charity and China’s United Front Work
Authors: Pin-Hsuan Wu, Wen-Hsuan Tsai, Hsin-Hsien Wang
Abstract: In this article, we take the charitable activities of the Shaolin Temple as a case study for our analysis of the Chinese Communist Party’s (CCP) management of religion under Xi Jinping. Our fieldwork and in-depth interviews reveal that the Shaolin Temple has, through its charitable work, assumed the attributes of a “cultural broker” for the CCP. And because the temple has an abundance of symbolic capital and is respected by the public, it presents the CCP with a “dictator’s dilemma.” On the one hand, the CCP allocated resources to the temple’s orphanage so that it could assist the regime with its poverty alleviation efforts; on the other hand, there is a danger that the temple may gain sufficient ideological and discursive power to threaten the CCP’s rule. So, for political security reasons, the Party bureaucracy endeavours to maintain tight control over the orphanage.
14. Title: Biases about Chinese People in English Language Use: Stereotypes, Prejudice and Discrimination
Authors: Han-Wu-Shuang Bao, Peter Gries
Abstract: StopAsianHate protests arose in the West during the COVID-19 pandemic, opposing a perceived increase in hate incidents directed against Asians in general and Chinese people in particular. These events raise a question: what is the nature of attitudinal biases about Chinese people in the English-speaking world today? Here, we seek answers with AI and big data. Using BERT language models pre-trained on massive English-language corpora (books, news articles, Wikipedia, Reddit and Twitter) and a new method for measuring natural-language propositions (the Fill-Mask Association Test, FMAT), we examined three components of attitudinal biases about Chinese people: stereotypes (cognitive beliefs), prejudice (emotional feelings) and discrimination (behavioural tendencies). The FMAT uncovered relative semantic associations between Chinese people and (1) cognitive stereotypes of low warmth (less moral/trustworthy and less sociable/friendly) and somewhat low competence (less assertive/dominant but equally capable/intelligent); (2) affective prejudice of contempt (vs admiration); and (3) behavioural discrimination of active/passive harm (vs help/cooperation). These findings advance our understanding of attitudinal biases towards Chinese people in the English-speaking world.
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15. Title: The Inner Court of Communist China: Elites and Their Bureaucratic Institutions in an Authoritarian System (1921–2022) Wen-Hsuan Tsai. Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, 2025. 210 pp. €117.00 (hbk). ISBN 9789048562411
Authors: Eun Kyong Choi
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Inner Court of Communist China: Elites and Their Bureaucratic Institutions in an Authoritarian System (1921–2022)” by Wen-Hsuan Tsai.
16. Title: Manipulating Authoritarian Citizenship: Security, Development, and Local Membership in China Samantha A. Vortherms. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2024. 296 pp. $75.00 (hbk). ISBN 9781503640184
Authors: Christopher Heurlin
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Manipulating Authoritarian Citizenship: Security, Development, and Local Membership in China” by Samantha A. Vortherms.
17. Title: Everyday Democracy: Civil Society, Youth, and the Struggle Against Authoritarian Culture in China Anthony J. Spires. New York: Columbia University Press, 2024. 312 pp. $35.00 (pbk). ISBN 9780231211512
Authors: Elizabeth Plantan
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Everyday Democracy: Civil Society, Youth, and the Struggle Against Authoritarian Culture in China” by Anthony J. Spires.
18. Title: The Authoritarian Commons: Neighborhood Democratization in Urban China Shitong Qiao. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2025. 264 pp. £100.00 (hbk). ISBN 9781108840279
Authors: Benjamin L. Read
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Authoritarian Commons: Neighborhood Democratization in Urban China” by Shitong Qiao.
19. Title: The Great Transformation: China’s Road from Revolution to Reform Odd Arne Westad and Chen Jian. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2024. xx + 410 pp. $38.00; £30.00 (hbk). ISBN 9780300267082
Authors: Patricia M. Thornton
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Great Transformation: China’s Road from Revolution to Reform” by Odd Arne Westad and Chen Jian.
20. Title: The Time Inheritors: How Time Inequalities Shape Higher Education Mobility in China Cora Lingling Xu. New York: SUNY Press, 2025. 256 pp. $35.95 (pbk). ISBN 9798855801910
Authors: Yi-Lin Chiang
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Time Inheritors: How Time Inequalities Shape Higher Education Mobility in China” by Cora Lingling Xu.
21. Title: Pivot of China: Spatial Politics and Inequality in Modern Zhengzhou Mark Baker. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Asia Center, 2024. 366 pp. £47.95 (hbk). ISBN 9780674293816
Authors: Yimin Zhao
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Pivot of China: Spatial Politics and Inequality in Modern Zhengzhou” by Mark Baker.
22. Title: Contested Environmentalisms: Trees and the Making of Modern China Cheng Li. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2025. 295 pp. $75.00 (hbk). ISBN 9781503640306
Authors: Ian M. Miller
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Contested Environmentalisms: Trees and the Making of Modern China” by Cheng Li.
23. Title: The Global in the Local: A Century of War, Commerce, and Technology in China Xin Zhang. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2023. xi + 288 pp. $45.00 (hbk). ISBN 9780674278387
Authors: Di Wang
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Global in the Local: A Century of War, Commerce, and Technology in China” by Xin Zhang.
24. Title: Performing State Boundaries: Food Networks, Democratic Bureaucracy and China Christof Lammer. New York and Oxford: Berghahn Books, 2024. x + 262 pp. $135.00; £104.00 (hbk, also available Open Access). ISBN 9781805396512
Authors: Stevan Harrell
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Performing State Boundaries: Food Networks, Democratic Bureaucracy and China” by Christof Lammer.
25. Title: The Art of State Persuasion: China’s Strategic Use of Media in Interstate Disputes Frances Yaping Wang. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2024. 352 pp. £59.00 (hbk). ISBN 9780197757505
Authors: Kingsley Edney
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Art of State Persuasion: China’s Strategic Use of Media in Interstate Disputes” by Frances Yaping Wang.
26. Title: The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank: China’s Multilateral Experiment Tamar Gutner. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2025. x + 156 pp. £84.00 (hbk). ISBN 9780198927693
Authors: Giuseppe Gabusi
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank: China’s Multilateral Experiment” by Tamar Gutner.
27. Title: Sentimental Republic: Chinese Intellectuals and the Maoist Past Hang Tu. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2025. 315 pp. $44.95 (hbk). ISBN 9780674297579
Authors: Peidong Sun
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Sentimental Republic: Chinese Intellectuals and the Maoist Past” by Hang Tu.
28. Title: Making Mao’s Steelworks: Industrial Manchuria and the Transnational Origins of Chinese Socialism Koji Hirata. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2024. 370 pp. £25.99 (pbk). ISBN 9781009382267
Authors: Shellen Wu
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Making Mao’s Steelworks: Industrial Manchuria and the Transnational Origins of Chinese Socialism” by Koji Hirata.
29. Title: Living U.S.-China Relations: From Cold War to Cold War David M. Lampton. Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield, 2024. 440 pp.  $85.00 (hbk). ISBN 9781538187241
Authors: Thomas Christensen
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Living U.S.-China Relations: From Cold War to Cold War” by David M. Lampton.
30. Title: How Australia is Studied in China Edited by Richard Hu and Diane Hu. London and New York: Routledge, 2024. 182 pp. £135.00 (hbk). ISBN 9781032577210
Authors: James Curran
Abstract: The article reviews the book “How Australia is Studied in China” by Richard Hu and Diane Hu.
31. Title: A New Documentary History of Hong Kong, 1945–1997 Edited by Florence Mok and Fung Chi Keung Charles. Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press, 2025. 428 pp. HK$280.00 (pbk). ISBN 9789888876822
Authors: Chi-kwan Mark
Abstract: The article reviews the book “A New Documentary History of Hong Kong, 1945–1997” by Florence Mok and Fung Chi Keung Charles.
32. Title: Be Water: Collective Improvisation in Hong Kong’s Anti-Extradition Protests Ming-sho Ho. Philadelphia, PA: Temple University Press, 2025. 252  pp. $110.50 (hbk). ISBN 9781439924846
Authors: Ray Yep
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Be Water: Collective Improvisation in Hong Kong’s Anti-Extradition Protests” by Ming-sho Ho.
33. Title: The Making of Leaderful Mobilization: Power and Contention in Hong Kong Edmund Cheng and Samson Yuen. Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2025. 310 pp. £26.99 (pbk). ISBN 9781009445849
Authors: Ray Yep
Abstract: The article reviews the book “The Making of Leaderful Mobilization: Power and Contention in Hong Kong” by Edmund Cheng and Samson Yuen.
34. Title: Revolutionary Taiwan: Making Nationhood in a Changing World Order Catherine Lila Chou and Mark Harrison. Amherst, NY: Cambria Press, 2024. 222 pp. $39.99 (pbk). ISBN 9781638573227
Authors: Lev Nachman
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Revolutionary Taiwan: Making Nationhood in a Changing World Order” by Catherine Lila Chou and Mark Harrison.
35. Title: Taiwan and the Cause of Democratization in China: Inspiration and Support Edited by Chen Jie. Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar, 2024. £88.00 (hbk). ISBN 9781802205725
Authors: Gary Rawnsley
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Taiwan and the Cause of Democratization in China: Inspiration and Support” by Chen Jie.
36. Title: Taiwanese-Language Cinema: Rediscovered and Reconsidered Edited by Chris Berry, Wafa Ghermani, Corrado Neri and Ming-yeh T. Rawnsley. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2024. xxi + 260 pp. £90.00 (hbk). ISBN 9781399527880
Authors: Christopher Brown
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Taiwanese-Language Cinema: Rediscovered and Reconsidered” by Chris Berry, Wafa Ghermani, Corrado Neri and Ming-yeh T. Rawnsley.
37. Title: Chinese Animation: Multiplicities in Motion Edited by Daisy Yan Du, John A. Crespi and Yiman Wang. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Asia Center, 2025. 456 pp. $29.95 (pbk). ISBN 9780674297531
Authors: Thomas William Whyke
Abstract: The article reviews the book “Chinese Animation: Multiplicities in Motion” by Daisy Yan Du, John A. Crespi and Yiman Wang.
